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Shall he that contendeth with the Abnighty inflrug him. Job al. 2, 
Jeſus Chrift the ſame yeſterday, and to-day, and for ever, 


1 © Heb. xiii. 8. 

N Lvered to the Samts. Jude 3. 

3 BIRMING HAM, | 

b- [PRINTED BY J. THOMPSON: SOLD BY THE AUTHOR, 
; EVESHAM; AND BY J. BUCKLAND, LONDON«” 
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v. Of the Agreement of Law | IX, Of Man's Inability to do . 
and Goſpel. the Will of GOD without 1 


Z Jesvs CHRIST THE TRUE GOD, AND ot OBJECT 


E Ye ſhould earneſtly contend for the Faith which WAS once FW. | 
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TO THE READER = 


HE contents of the - e pages, how- 


accompliſhments, as they are offered to you at 
this ſeaſon are worthy your attention, and merit 44 
your ſincere regard. 1 

To contend, or diſpute about non- V eſſentials in 


religion, is vain and trifling to the laſt degree; 


but when the foundations of the whole fabric 
are undermined, and an attempt is made for 
their deſtruction, it behoves us to harneſs our- 
ſelves, and engage the common enemy. 5 

The glory of the perſon of Chriſt, appears in 


what he is in himſelf, and in what 1 is to us. 


To ſtrip him either of his Godhead, or Per- 


| fonality, is to make him merely human, con- 


ſequently his merits are depreciated, and his 4 


work of no effect. 


The n pages are calculated in forme) i 
meaſure to ſet forth the glory of the Perſon of | 


| Chriſt, and the all-ſufficiency of his merits ; or 


in other words, of his © obedience unto death” |! 
for our pardon, and juſtification to eternal life, 
That however faulty they may be in point of 
compoſition, however defective in diſplaying the 
unſearchable riches of Chriſt (which will be un- 
folding themſelves to the blood-bought race to 
Ar ey are recommended to you, with a 
ſincere 


ever mean and unadorned with human 


|| 


the Goſpel of Chriſt Jeſus, 


F 
: 


1 Have not entered the liſt with you, Sir, in 


: 
|} 
| 
. 


ſincere deſire for your good, and to exalt the 


Redeemer, above every name 1n your hearts. 


So prays thine to ſerve in the beſt of ſervices, 


and under the moſt. honourable of all yokes, 


6 J. D. 


O BESOR. | 


4 order to amuſe the public with what we may 
each of us have to ſay for a long ſeaſon. If you 


ſhould be diſpoſed to anſwer the following ſheets 
I hope you will fairly take up every argument, 
and try if you can overthrow them by ſcripture. 


authority, which if you do I will thank you, and 
acknowledge myſelf convinced; otherwiſe I ſhall 


not think myſelf bound to notice mere harangue 
or declamation. Wiſhing you the enjoyment of 


eternal truth, 
_ 1 remain, 
Your humble Servant, 
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| HARMONY oF THE SCRIPTURES. 


$18, 


I Heartily concur wk you, < That this tad word 


© was given to man, for his inſtruction in the way to 


« eternal life; to (be a mean in the hand of the Spirit of | 
| © God, to) guide him in the path of everlaſting happi- _ 
| © nels, and to the knowledge of the living God; who 


I < is the Saviour of all men.“ Yet I will juſt hint to 


vou, that I am inclined to believe, that all the ſound 
| divinity, which may be gathered from this paragraph, 
was written and intended by you in an unſound ſenſe. 
That if occafion ſhould require, you might be able to 
| make it bend to your own unſcriptural tenets. 


In your preface you tell the public, that your book is : 


calculated to © ſubvert the weak and dangerous opinions 


© of the Trinitarian and Socinian.* I am afraid there 


are ome Trinitarians who hold dangerous opinions, but 


cannot ſuppoſe that their being Trinitarians lead them 


to embrace any opinion of a dangerous nature; and 


from what you have written I am perſuaded you cannot 
prove any thing of the kind. 
Your next paragraph contains aſſertion, but no proof; 
"I we divide the letter of the ſcripture, we ſhall make 
it full of contradictions, and if we ſtrain it into a proof 
that there is a plurality of perſons in the Godhead it 
is equally ſhocking, but if we take this word of truth 
* colleftively, we ſhall find that there is only one God, 


| and only one Saviour, and that this true and only 


God 1 is the true and only Saviour,” If by dividing 
e e 


believer in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 5 
Beſide it is one part of the aps/tolical charge to every 


3% 
you mean we are not to diſtinguiſh between the Law, 
and the Goſpel“, I muſt be againſt you; inaſmuch as I 
find the apoſtle Paul ſo doing, Gal. iv. 21 30. 
where he gives us to underſtand, that Agar the concu- 


bine of Abraham was typical of the law, Sarah his wife 
of the goſpel; Iſhmael of every perſon in bondage to 


the law, Iſaac of every child of promiſe, or of every 


. 


miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, that he rightly divide the word 
of truth. Paul no doubt himſelf had found the good 


effects of dividing rightly the word of God; he had ſeen 
many convinced by hearing the law, many comforted by 


receiving the goſpel. The law and the goſpel it is true 


are oppoſite one to the other; as the former demands 
perfect obedience of every ſon of Adam, the latter pro- 
claims grace to every offender, and a perfect righteouſ- 


neſs to every believer in Chriſt, as the procurement of 
Jeſus, and the unmerited gift of Ge. 


If you mean we are to give no interpretation of a 


ſpiritual kind to any paſſage of ſcripture, our bleſſed 


Lord is againſt you, for in this ſenſe he has expreſsly p 


taught his diſciples to divide the word of truth, John 


vi. 53———63, except (ſays he) a man eat my fleſh, and 


drink my blood, he hath no life in him. This ſaying 


proved offenſive to the Jews, and ſomewhat ſtaggering 
to his diſciples, upon which he informs them, the fe/h 
profiteth nothing, the words ſpoken by him were /p:r:t 


and life, And without ſuch an interpretation you will 


allow many parts of ſcripture would appear abſurd ; as z 
that Chriſt IS a 5 


| door ; a vine; a lamb; a ſerpent; a 


If you mean you would not have any paſſage of | 
Acripture violated, to countenance an opinion merely 


* This evidently appears to be the ſentiment of Beſor, inaſmuch 
as he has aſſerted, that * to keep the law and believe the goſpel is 


human, 
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than retained. _ 


Fs 


human, I heartily agree with you, as I think a ſenti- 


ment that can find no better ſupport, than a text of 


ſcripture diſtorted and mangled, fo that ſcarcely an ori- 
ginal feature can be diſcerned, is much better given up 

I hope you will not be offended with me, if I ſhould 
point you to ſome texts of fcripture in your little 


treatiſe, which appear to me to have been by yourſelf : 
thus cruelly handled, under your ſecond head of diſ= |: 
courſe ; where you endeavour to prove the humanity of 
Chriſt diſtinctly in itſelf, to be the Son of Man, and the 

TTT _ 2 5 | 


Pages 10, and 175 The Lord is called the Son of 


© God, and the Son of Man, where redemption, ſalva- 


© tion, regeneration, and reformation are treated of, ap- 


spears from the following paſſages: © The Son of 
„ Man came to give his life a ranſom for many, 
« Matt. xx. 28. The Son of Man came to ſeek and 
to ſave that which was loſt, Mark x. 45. He that 


© ſoweth the good ſeed is the Son of Man, Matt. xiii. 37. 
« The Son of Man hath power on earth to forgive fins, 


Mark ii. 10.” Theſe things are predicated concern= 
ing his humanity in his ſtate of ſuffering, and humi- 
lation before the Father; but when his humanity was 


© plorified he then became one with the Father, as he 
© himſelf teaches in John xiv. 20.“ At that day ye 
e ſhall know that I am in my Father, and you in me, 
«and I in you.” Thus the humanity is the medium 
* through, or by which, we worſhip the divinity “. 


All the above paſſages appear to me to be very im- | 


properly applied, and to be divided from their real 


meaning. To ſuppoſe Jeſus Chriſt is the Son of Man, 


and the Son of God merely upon account of his ne- 
 atatorſhip, is in a great meaſure to veil his glory. He 


1s not I apprehend the Son of God becauſe he is Me- 
diator ; but he is Mediator becauſe he is the Son of 
God. He is not the Son of Man becauſe he is Mediator 
PEN EEE © but 


| but as he is the Son of God and was ſet up in the co- 
venant, and counſel of Jehovah, a Mediator between Fi 
| God and Men; therefore he became the Son of Man; as 


«ever the earth was, Prov. viii. 23. For there is one } 
„God, and one Mediator between God and men, the | 


* neſs of the time was come, God ſent forth his Son,, 
„made of a woman, made under the law, to redeem | 
<« them that were under the law, Gal. iv. 4, 5. Here | 
the whole myſtery of ſalyation is unfolded, proved to“ 
have its riſe in the mind, purpoſe, and love of GOD; 
ſettled and agreed upon in the covenant of grace, faith- | 
fully executed in time, and in the goſpel made manifeſt 
| to the ſons of men; and by the ſpirit revealed to the 
| hearts of thoſe who are the heirs of ſalvation : and be- 


previouſly informed them, he would ſhortly depart from 
them. They then, not rightly underſtanding the 


kingdom, which he had ſo often diſcourſed to them of, 
expected no more enjoyment of him. Upon which he 


© 


may be ſeen by the following texts of ſcripture, «1 E: 
« was ſet up from everlaſting, from the beginning, or 


« Man Chriſt Jeſus, 1 Tim. it. 5. But when the ful. 


_ 


cauſe ye are ſons, God hath ſent forth the ſpirit of his te 
Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father, Gal. iv. 6. | 
<« At that day ye ſhall know, that I am in my Father, 


e and you in me, and in you, Gal. xiv. 20.” This“ 
|| paſſage is produced by you, Sir, to prove the Son to be 
one with the Father, upon his glorification (i. e. the 

|| exaltation) of the humanity of Chriſt. It is very evi- 
dient, the text proves no ſuch thing; as may be ſeen 
|| by the context. It was intended as a conſolatory draught 
to dur bleſſed Lord's diſconſolate diſciples ; who. by 


their maſter's expreſſions in the former part of the 
chapter appear to be greatly diſtreſſed, becauſe he had 


nature of his mediatory work, nor yet the nature of his 


informs them, nothing could diſſolve the union between 


them; neither death nor life, things preſent, nor things 
to come; and that ſhortly they ſhould know this, for he 


would 
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The next is John v. 23. All men 


and now comes in the paſſage quote 


F "0 
would ſend the Comforter the Holy Ghoſt to them, 

ver. 17. who ſhould open the my ſtery of the trinity in 
unity to them, and alſo the myſtery of union ſubſi/ting 
between him their living head, and they the members of 


his myſtical body; that their life was ſecured and made 


certain to them in his, becauſe I live 7 ſhall live alſo: 
by you; (for a 
very foreign purpoſe ;) at that day ye ſhall know, that ? 


am in my Father, and you in me and I in you. All that 
this text therefore can be made to prove is, that there 
is an union ſubſiſting in the perſons of the trinity, and 
alſo with Chriſt and his people; and that the Holy 
: Ghoſt, the. Comforter, by his ſaving illumination and 
divine teaching, leads the children of God into the 


knowledge of theſe comfortable truths, 
ſhould honour 
ce the Son, even as they honour the Father.” This 


text is brought forward to prove, that the © humanity |: 
| © of the Lord is only to be worſhipped as the divine 
medium to the Father.“ I will not take any notice of 
the propriety or impropriety of ſuch a ſentence now, as 
it will be done in another place: all I mean to inſiſt 
upon is, that this text proves no ſuch doctrine. 
bleſſed Lord has been teachin 
Father in the preceding verſes, f 
ſecuted him; it ſeems they underſtood his doctrine 
much better than Socinians, or Sabellians, but liked it 
no better. They ſought to kill him, becauſe he ſaid 


Our 


or which the Jews per- 


«God was his Father, making himſelf equal with ' 
« God,” v. 18. Upon which our bleſſed Lord ſets | 


* about proving his divinity, and equality with the Father, 
| by the works which he had done, and would do; ſuch | 


as performing the fame works as the Father, —quickens |; 
ing whom he will, —judging the world, —paſſing the de- 


| Ciſive ſentence upon all,—and now comes in the text in 


queſtion, which is urged by him to prove his right to : 
equal worſhip and honour with the Father: and that 
: 3 thoſe 


his equality with the 


| vanquiſhed by ſound 


[| thoſe who deny to give Him the ſame divine honours 
and worſhip with the Father, do both diſhonour Him 


and his Father. Therefore I think in theſe, and many 


other inſtances, you have . divided the ſcripture, and not 


< taken this word of truth * and made it ful 


© of contradictions.” 


© And if we rain it into a proof, that there are a 


| 1 plurality i in the Godhead it is equally ſhocking.” All 


this is mere aſſertion without proof. If you apprehend 
no ſuch doctrine is. to be met with in the ſcriptures, 
ſuch notions may appear ſhocking to you, but to Tri- 
nitarians who believe, and are aſſured it is a part of 


divine revelation, it is ſo far from being ſhocking, that 


it Is a ſubject that yields them much conſolation ; and 


| is every way agreeable to their experience. 


with rightly dividing the word of truth, and thereby 


any thing like a proof there are not. Without 2 


fore incurring the charge of polytheiſm, or tritheiſin, I 


[| will venture to ſay, the ſcriptures inform me, and you, 


© given us for our guide to the knowledge of God.” 


|| ſcheme as any thing new. 


W : See Dr. Gill v 
| Bod: Divin. vol. 
r. 228, 229. vol. II, p. 395. 


In the Trin. chap, i ili. 


I am perſuaded, that to prove a plurality of perſons 
1 in the Gophgap from ſcripture, is equally ſhocking 


diſtinguiſhing between the letter of the law, and the 
| ſpirit of the goſpel : but am perſuaded alſo we need not 
| ftramit to bring it to ſuch proof. On the contrary, I 
|| think it muſt be ſtrained, and hard too, to bring it to 


|| Sir, that there are a plurality of perſons in the God- 
9 head 3 ; and theſe are acknowledged by Beſor, to be 


I would juſt hint that I do not look upon your 
It has been introduced into 
the religious world, again, and again; and has been 
[| alviniſtic trinitarians* ; and no 
I doubt but it will again; It is condemned bya all the ſcrip- 


ge I, 2. Dr. Ridgleys 
. p. 61-68 · Dr. Vigſius Occon. Cov. vol. I. 
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tures of truth, as often as it appeals to them for judg- 
ment. If, Sir, you wiſh to eſtabliſh your ſentiments, 
you muſt do it by impofing upon the public ſome new 
revelation, and explode the old one; for it is as great a 
myſtery that Father, Son, and Spirit, ſhould be one 
glorified perſon, as that Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, is 
One JEHOVAH. To eſtabliſh ſuch a notion there- 


fore ſome revelation ſeems neceſſary; as reaſon can never 


comprehend it, it can never be ſuppoſed to be the ſole 
author of it. I look upon it to have had its firſt r:/e 


7 from falſe reaſoning upon the doctrine of the trinity; 


diſcoverable only by the light of revelation ; and which 
demands implicit faith. Curioſity is the root from 


which this error ſprang, like Nicodemus returning 


anſwer to the Lord, Low can theſe things bel 
Page 8. That the humanity is glorified, and made 
© one with the divinity, and therefore ought to be wor- 


« hipped, is evident. The divine human eſſence of our 


Saviour exiſted with the divinity before his incarna- 
© tion, even from eternity; not leaving a doubt, that the 
© real divine Eſſe is in the human form from eternity; 

© hence he made us likeneſſes of himſelf, as in Gen. i. 17. 


ln the image of God, e. 


Page 10. But he who knows why the Lord is called 


> © the Son of God, and the Son of Man, and what they 
ſignify, may alſo know many arcana of the Lord's 
© © moſt holy word; for, let it be obſerved, theſe appella- 
= © tions are only terms ſubſervient in the great work f 
© our redemption, as he was then in poſſeſſion of a hu- 
© manity derived from his mother; which, by tempta» 
tions, combats, and afflictions, he ſucceſſively put off, 
aancd united the humanity which was begotten of the. 
divine ſeed, viz. the divinity, and thus in his ſtates 
*  * Progreſſive of man's redemption, he united his huma- 
” * nity with his divine power and godhead, which he had 
before all worlds; therefore the Lord is God and Man,— 


© for 


© for juſt as the reaſonable ſoul and fleſh are one man, þ 2 


© God and man is one Chrifl.” SE 
I am really afraid, Sir, that you pay but little atten. 


tion to the Lord's moſt holy word; at leaſt not ſo much 


as you ſhould have done when you wrote the above 


Paragraphs. Any perſon who has an underſtanding in 3 


the word of God, muſt diſcover ſhocking errors in them; 
expreſſed in ſuch myſtical unintelligible terms, that if he E. 


is not led to call in queſtion your rationality, I think he 


muſt your ſincerity, Surely, Sir, you did not mean 
what you have written; what are we to underſtand by 


an eternal, divine, human nature, or eſſence? I will in. 
genuouſly confeſs I cannot underſtand it. It appears to 
me what is eternal and divine muſt be God; what is 
human muſt be a creature, made at ſome period of tine 
or another, That the divine perſon of the Son is 
united to his human nature, the man Chriſt Jeſus, is a 
|| Certain truth, and as ſuch he is God manife/? in the fiſh! , 
| To talk alſo about the form of the divine Eſſe with © 
| fo much confidence, does not look much like the fim- 7 


plicity which ſhould always attend the followers of the 4 


lowly Jeſus; not leaving the ſhadow of a doubt; bu 
might have doubted had you paid that attention to the 
|  facred oracles, which you profeſs to do in the beginning 
| of your work. Our bleſſed Lord tells the Jews, Jon 
V. 37. that The Father himſelf hath born witneſs of 
„ him, who had ſent him; ye have neither heard his voice 
F at any time, nor ſeen his ſhape.”* This paſſage of itſelf is 


a ſufficient refutation of your aſſertion (I call it an aſſet- 


tion) for it is nothing more, as you have not produced 
ons paſſage to prove what you have here ſaid; and not 

|; to be wondered at, as there is not one to be found in 
all the ſacred writings. I know of but two texts which 


appear any thing like it, and they are theſe, Thou 
„ ſhalt ſee my back parts, Exod. xxxiii. 23. Did ever 
c people hear the voice of God ſpeaking out of the | 
© midſt of the fire as thou haſt beard and . 
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Deut. iv. 33. Which paſſages together with the former 
of our Lord's out of John, go a great way toward prov- 
ing the ſacred doctrine of the trinity. Our bleſſed Lord 


does not ſay the voice of God had not been heard; but 


the voice of the Father had not been heard. It is ge- 


nerally ſuppoſed that the ſight Moſes had at that time 


of God, was a repreſentation of Chriſt ; and that then | 


God ſpake to all Iſrael by the perſon of his Son, in the 
character of Mediator, and who is as to his divine 
eſſence, «© God over all bleſſed for evermore:“ .there- 
fore the voice of the Father had not been heard at any 
time; though the children of Iſrael] had heard the voice 

of God, which was God the Son. A good argument 
alſo in favour of our Lord Chriſt's divinity, and equality 
with the Father, and yet every way againſt Beſor's ſup- 
poſition, that © the divine Eſſe is in human form from 


I.lhhe text cited by you in favour of ſuch a ſuppoſition 
* in the image of God created he him,“ Gen. i. 27. 
has no reference to bodily ſhape, but to the nature, and 
- ſpirituality of the /au/, GOD is a pure ſpirit without 
bodily parts, John iv. 24. therefore this image con- 
ſiſted in the righteouſneſs, wiſdom, and holineſs of the 
ſoul; and not the formof the body. If your hypotheſis 
could be ſupported, then we might alſo prove, that 


Adam and his poſterity loſt nothing of the image of God 


buy the fall; for we do not read of any alteration taking 


place as to their external ſhape. The damned at the 
deciſive day will go to hell, with as much of the image 


of God, as the bleſſed will to heaven. And the moſt | 
blaſphemous man upon the face of the earth, bears as 


much of the image of God, as the meek and lowly 
Jeſus did, and now does; all which concluſions are 
horrid and ſhocking to the laſt degree ; and contrary to 
the inſtruction the ſacred pages give ;' «© God made man 


© upright, but they have ſought out many inventions,” 


Ecclel, 


1 


her juft as the reaſonable ſoul and fleſh are one man, f. 


© God and man is one Chriſt.” | | 


1 am really afraid, Sir, that you pay but little atten- I . 


tion to the Lord's moſi holy word; at leaſt not ſo much 
as you ſhould have done when you wrote the above 


paragraphs. Any perſon who has an underſtanding in J 
the word of God, muſt diſcover ſhocking errors in them; © 


expreſſed in ſuch myſtical unintelligible terms, that if he 


is not led to call in queſtion your rationality, I think he 


muſt your ſincerity. Surely, Sir, you did not mean 


what you have written ; what are we to underitand by 
an eternal, divine, human nature, or effence ? I will inn 
genuouſly confeſs I cannot underſtand it. It appears to 
me what is eternal and divine muſt be God; what is 
human muſt be a creature, made at ſome period of time 
or another, That the divine perſon of the Son is 


united to his human nature, the man Chrift Jeſus, is a 


v. 37. that . The Father himſelf hath born witneſs oi 


„ him, who had ſent him; ye have neither heard his voice 
e at any time, nor ſeen his ſhape.”” This paſſage of itſelf is * 
||; A ſufficient refutation of your aſſertion (I call it an afſer- 
tion) for it is nothing more, as you have not produced 
[|| | one paſſage to prove what you have here ſaid; and not 
do be wondered at, as there is not one to be found in 
all the ſacred writings. I know of but two texts which | 7 
| | appear any thing like it, and they are theſe, Thou | > 
„ ſhalt ſee my back parts, Exod. xxxiii. 23. Did ever 
1 © people hear the voice of God ſpeaking out of the 
midſt of the fire as thou haſt heard and 3 1 


|| Certain truth, and as ſuch he is God manifeſt in the fiſh! = 
Io talk alſo about the form of the divine Eſſe witn 

ſo much confidence, does not look much like the ſin- 
pPlwKicity which ſhould always attend the followers of the 
lowly Jeſus; not leaving the ſhadow of a doubt; you | 
|| might have doubted had you paid that attention to the 
||! facred oracles, which you profeſs to do in the beginning 
of your work. Our bleſſed Lord tells the Jews, John 
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of God, which was God the Son. 


eternity.“ 
The text cited 


place as to their external ſhape. 
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Deut. iv. 33. Which paſſages together with the former 
of our Lord's out of Fohn, go a great way toward prov- 
ing the ſacred doctrine of the trinity. Our bleſſed Lord 
does not ſay the voice of God had not been heard; but 


the voice of the Father had not been heard. It is ge- 


nerally ſuppoſed that the fight Moſes had at that time 
of God, was a repreſentation of Chriſt ; and that then 
God ſpake to all Iſrael by the perſon of his Son, in the 
character of Mediator, and who is as to his divine 
eſſence, © God over all bleſſed for evermore:“ there- 


fore the voice of the Father had not been heard at any | 


time; though the children of Iſrael had heard the voice 
A good argument 
alſo in favour of our Lord Chriſt's divinity, and equality 
with the Father, and yet every way againſt Beſor's ſup- 


- poſition, that © the divine Eſſe is in human form from 


by you in favour ot ſuch a ſuppoſition ' 
ce in the image of God created he him,” Gen. i. 27. 

has no reference to bodily ſhape, but to the nature, and 
ſpirituality of the . GOD is a pure ſpirit without 
bodily parts, John iv. 24. therefore this image con- 
ſiſted in the righteouſneſs, wiſdom, and holineſs of the 


ſoul; and not the form of the body. If your hypotheſis 


could be ſupported, then we might alſo prove, that 


Alam and his poſterity loſt nothing of the image of God 
by the fall; for we do not read of any alteration takin 


The damned at the 


> Cecifive day will go to hell, with as much of the image 
of God, as the bleſſed will to heaven. And the moſt | 
blaſphemous man upon the face of the earth, bears as 
in much of the image of God, as the meek and lowly 
which 2+ Jeſus did, and now does; all which concluſions are 
2 horrid and ſhocking to the laſt degree; and contrary to 


the inſtruction the ſacred pages give; * God made man 


3 © upright, but they have ſought out many inventions,“ 


 Ecclef, 


y 

i 
218; 
| : 
* 


1 


Eccleſ. vii. 20. God made him wiſe, holy, 8 
happy; but ſin, his own inventions, has made him 
fooliſh, diſobedient, corrupt and miſerable ; ſo the image YZ 
he was created in, is ſpoiled and defaced. That this 
image conſiſted of wiſdom, knowledge, holineſs, and 
_ righteouſneſs, may be ſeen alſo from Epheſ. iy. 24. and 1 
Col. iii. 10. And J go on to prove, 


I; That the human eſſence [or nature] of Chrit, 


© did not exiſt with the e before his incarnation ; 


© or from eternity.” 
II. That the humanity of Chriſt which he derived 


© from his mother was never by any means put off;” 
but is the very fame human nature he is now oft 


of in heaven. 


If you could make good 1 your dees on theſe 7 
bi points, you: would ſap the _ foundations of chriſ- © ! 
|  tianity, and lay the whole fabric level with the ground. 
Is have diſcovered many errors in your Book, but theſe | 
are ſome of the firſt-rate ones. I will give them a fair 
trial by the oracles of truth, and {ce how they will ſtand 
ſuch a teſt. 


And I will conſider firſt, ſuch paſſages as may fon 


to countenance ſuch an opinion. The LORD ap- 
«© peared to Abraham in the plains of Mamre :—and he 
lifted up his eyes and behold three men ſtood by him, 
Gen. xviii, 1. And Jacob was left alone, and there 
„ wreſtled a man with him—who permitted himſelf to 
ebe overcome by him, and then informed him as a 
E prince he had power with God, and with men, and 
. had prevailed, Gen. xxxii. 24. And the angel of 
( the LORD appeared to Moſes in a flame of fire out 
of the midſt of a buſh :?”—and when Moſes aſſayed to 
| | draw nigh to behold fo extraordinary a phenomenon, 


he is forbid ſo to do by the angel ; who alſo commands 
him to pluck his ſhoes from his feet, as his preſence 
had hallowed the ground. And informs him, he was 


the God of his father, the God of e the Bos 


sous, 
him 


t this 
and 


„ and 
adgitation, as he knew not whether he was come for or 
hriſt, a againſt the armies of Iſrael. But upon enquiry was 
happily informed by him; „He was come as captain of 
7 « the hoſt of the LORD.” * 
fore him, and wor/h/pped him, and when commanded 
pulled off his ſhoes, as the ground was hallowed by the 
3 Prone of ſo great a perſon, Joſh. y. 13, 14. _ 


tion; 


erived 
off : 77 


ſſeſſed 


theſe 


| ſtand b 
TEES Z _ what did in the fulneſs of time actually come to 
55 Pals. „ Te ES oy „ 


y ſeem 
D ap- 
and he 


| there 


aſelf to 


E 11 1 


7 « Iſaac, and the God of Jacob,” Exod. iii. 26. 


Soon after Joſhua had paſſed over Jordan with the 


mage 3 children of Iſrael, he was by Jericho; He lifted up his 


eyes, and looked, —and there ſtood a man, with his 
2 « ſword drawn in his hand.“ Such an appearance and 


ſo unexpected by Joſhua, threw his mind into great 


Then Joſhua fell be- 


o all which paſſages it may be anſwered in general; 


that whether in all theſe appearances there was a real 
chriſ- : 


a. aſſumed ſeems difficult to be determined, 


There are two or three paſſages of ſcripture in the 


Y New Teſtament alſo, which you might poſſibly have in 
y him, Pour eye; as © The firſt man is of the earth, earthy, 
(the ſecond man is the Lord from heaven, 1 Cor. 


(xv. 47. And no man hath aſcended up to heaven, 


n as a © but he that came down from heaven, even the Son of 
n, and 6 man, which is in heaven,” John ii. 13. « For I 
ngel of | came down from heaven, not to do mine own will, 
fire out © but the will of him that ſent me,“ John vi. 38. 
ayed to To the firſt of theſe I anſwer, the apoſtle is evidently 
menon, adminiſtering conſolation to believers againſt the fears 
amands of death, which was introduced into the world by the 
rreſence ¶ tranſgreſſion of the fir/? Adam, (who was formed out of 
he was the duſt of the ground) by ſhewing them the ſuperiority 
he Got . of the ſecond Adam, Jeſus Chriſt, who as he ſays, is the 

"* a5 | 


Lord 


* 


[ 12 J 


Lord from beaven. He is the perſon of the Son of God 5 


united to the human nature, which in a miraculous way d 
= and X 
In whom believers have a righteouſneſs by virtue of, ſeeing 
their union to Jeſus Chriſt, as much ſuperior to that huma 
they loſt in Adam the firſt, as Adam the e is ſuperior mii 
And to the ſecond 1 oblarvs, nothing more is in- —_— 
tended by his coming down from heaven, than his 155 1 
aſſuming, or uniting himſelf to, the human nature. lt fade ; 
our bleſſed Lord's own aſſertion at the cloſe of the ec 


verſe, that he was then in heaven, What our Lord has 'F 
„ 
5 


was formed in, and came forth from the virgin's womb, 


to him. 


has nothing to do with loco- motion, as may be ſeen by 


taught us by theſe words, is, that he is very God, and 
truly man. And while his bodily preſence was with 
Nicodemus, and others, his divine, or omnipreſence 
was every where, even in heaven. 


And to the laſt I obſerve, Chriſt is teaching an en- | dd, E 


b | coofire 


 quiring multitude, the way and means of ſalvation, 
'That his end in coming into the world was to bring his 
people home to God; and that by himſelf, to whom 
they are drawn by the F ather ; without which drawing 


no man could come to him. And that in all this he Þ 


ſought not his own will (i. e. his human will) but his 
Father's (i. e. the divine will.) This text evinces 
Chriſt to be God-man ; and that as his human nature 
is diſtinct from his divine; ſo alſo his human wall 1 is to 
be diſtinguiſhed from his divine will. 1 

To ſuppoſe the exiſtence of Chriſt's human nature 
from eternity, is a manifeſt contradiction to _ parts 
of the ſacred oracles : as, 

That he ſhould be te ſeed of the woman, Gen. iii. 15. 
which he never could be had he exiſted from eternity. 
I have no doubt of his exiſence in the divine mind, 
As ſuch he was ſet up from everlaſting, or ever the 

earth was, and in this ſenſe the Son of God had taken 
the man Chriſt Jeſus into union with himſelf. _ 
| e Tha 


it is a 


Chriſt 
A L 


| the 85 


5 be the 


> ſhould 


| MIracu 
| Virgin, 
| ſhould 
| bleſſed 
phet ha 
counter 
nature 
prophet 
fulfilled 
lame th 


1 1 
That he ſhould be the ſced of Abraham, Gen. xv. 5. 
tg $ and xvii. 7. compared with Gal. lil. 16 Abraham's ? 
of ſeeipg Chriſt's day, does not imply he ſaw Chriſt in 
nat human nature, otherwife than in the promiſe ; (though. | 
it is allowed he ſaw him emblematcally.) The pro- 
miſe was the ground of his faith. He put no truſt in 
the emblem, no more than the gracious Jews did in their 
= ſacrifices; or true belieyers in the ſacrament of the 
Lord's ſupper ; but ſeeing the promiſe afar off, was per- _ 
ſuaded of, and embraced it, Heb. xi. 13. And. was, 
=> accounted righteous by the Promiſe- maker. He beheld. 
3 Chriſt to come through his. loins, and concerning the 
and Hel be ſo came, Rom. ix. 5. „ 
I! hat he ſhould be the rod out of the flem of Jeſſe, and 
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aer | the branch out of his roots, Iſa. xi. 1. That he ſhould 
ee 


be the ſon of David, Matt. xxii. 45. And that he 


dmhould ſpring out of the tribe of Fudah, as he evidently | 
1 did, Heb. vii. 14. All theſe paſſages agree together in 


confirming this chriſtian doctrine, that the Son of God 


py aſſumed human nature, united himſelf to the Son of. | 
n Man; which he could not have done had he not taken 


the ſame nature with ours into union; or had his 
human nature actually exiſted from eternity with him in 
Ts EE oo re 
| There is a memorable paſſage in Jer. xxxi. 22. The- 
| LORD hath created a new thing in the earth, a woman. 
| ſhall compaſs a man, This paſſage is prophetical of the 
| miraculous conception of Chriſt in the womb of the 
| Virgin, and his extraordinary birth. The conſequence” 
| ſhould be men ſhould ſee it, and pronounce Zion. 
| bleſſed upon the account of it. And though the pro- 
| het has ſpoken of it in the paſt tenſe, yet it does not 
| countenance the eternal exiſtence of Chriſt's human. 


prophets to utter their predictions as though already, 
fulfilled, Iſa. ix. 6. to inform their auditors it is the 
| fame thing with the Lord to perform, as to promiſe. 


Giving 


4 


nature; nothing being more common than for the. 


E & - 


Giving them to underſtand, that however myſterious the | 


ſubject, or difficult in human appearance to be accom- 
|. Pliſhed, yet, when once promiſed, it is as good as done! 
And which proves the miraculous conception of Chriſt 
to be no fin, and that it has not ſtolen its way into 
the ſacred writings, by the artifice of thoſe who zeal- 
ouſly defend the deity of Chriſt, as a certain doQor* 
has inſinuated. The prophet informs us this wonder 
has ſome relation to this lower world ; the new thing is 
not ſaid to be created in heaven, (there it was in con- 
templation, deſign, and purpoſe) but in the earth. As 


to his human nature, his bones grew in the womb as 


do they of every human foetus. And he was brought 
forth when his mother's full time was come to be de- 
[[[ 


I will juſt mention thoſe (Heb. ii. 12—14.) where 


the apoſtle informs us, Chriſt took part of the ſame 


fleſh and Blood, the children took part of; and that he | 


and they are all of one. That they are his brethren; 
that he declares his name to them, ſings praiſe among 
them. If the human nature of Chriſt eternally exiſted 
then he is not a brother with his people. What is 


eternal if an intellectual being is divine, yea is deity itſelf, 


And the apoſtle's account of it cannot be true, that he 


took part of the ſame nature, becauſe they were created 


in the beginning. Your notion, Sir, diſſolves the union 
ſubſiſting with Chriſt and his people ; and breaks up the 
%%%, Re 
And if the human nature of Chriſt is eternal then he 
was not capable of redeeming us from the curſe of the 
law; which was his principal buſineſs when he came 
into the world. Gal. iv. 4, 5. When the fulneſs of the 
time was come, God ſent forth his Son made of 2 
woman, made under the law, to redeem them that were 


family relationſhip, He has taught his brethren to claim, 


* Sce Dr, Prieſtley's Letters to the Jews. ; | 
| he under 


aſſure 


Es 
under the law. The law could take hold of none, but 
ſuch as were of the ſame nature with thoſe who had 
tranſgreſſed it; nor was any one not of the ſame indi- 
vidual nature fit for a repreſentative ; and ſo the whole 
defign of God had been fruſtrated. But Chriſt as the 


apoſtle ſays, and as the whole Book of God informs us, 


aſſumed the ſame nature; He is fleſh of our fleſh, and 

bone of our bone And we are ſaid to be members of his 
body, of his 4% and of his bones, Epheſ. v. 30. He 
was human that he might be capable of ſuffering the 
penalty of the law; divine that he might add dignity and 
worth to his paſſion: thus he made an end of ſin, made 
reconciliation for iniquity, and brought in everlaſting 


righteouſneſs. I come now to ſhow, _ 


L II. © That the humanity of Chriſt which he derived 


« from his mother was never by any means put off ; 
„but is the very ſame human nature he is now poſ- | 
CHEDEME<K ß ei RE 
The human nature of Chriſt derived from his mother 
he ſucceſſroely put off, by combats, temptations, and afflic* | 
tions. Such a notion as this might be expected from a 
magician; but not from a ſober reader of the New Teſ- 
tament. Beſor claims this diſtinction among the herd 
of profeſſors of the preſent day; © an attentive reader 


F «of the New Teſtament ;”” yet he has not produced 
one paſſage from it to aſſure the inattentive reader of the 


truth of his doctrine upon this head. I have read the 
New Teftament through ſeveral times, but never met 
with any thing in it like ſuch a notion. I own the 
Bible to be myſterious, but ct contradictory. And 
whenever I find this doctrine fairly proved from the 


E bible I will bid chriſtianity farewel ; and mean while, 


aſſure the attentive reader, J hope, through grace, to live 
and die in the firm belief of the doctrines of the New 
Teſtament, of To Oo 
I read of Enoch's happy tranſlation ; of Moſes's 
ſecret burial in a valiey in the land of Moab, over 
„ - b againſt 


| 1.40 on 
againſt Beth-peor ; of Elijah's fiery flight from Jordan's 
| Ftreams to the celeſtial regions; but an exchange of one 
human nature for another, is what is not to be found 
in all the ſacred pages. 
informed, That the humanity Chriſt derived from 
* his mother, he ſucceſſively put off by temptations, 
*« combats, and afflictions, and united the humanity 
which was begotten of the divine feed; viz. the 
VVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVV** 
A humanity begotten of the divine ſeed is what no 
one can make out. 


any pains to enquire. For God to have created a 


Human nature in heaven would have been no wonder, 


| as it is within his power, and what he might have done 
if he had ſo pleaſed. But we no where read it was his 
pleaſure ſo to do, but to raiſe up the fallen in Iſrael, by 
yr jon of 29s Oo RT Lo 5 
It might have been no diſagreeable piece of informa- 
tion, Sir, if you had informed your readers in what 
temptation, combat, or affliction, Chriſt put off the 


human nature derived from his mother. I perceive ac- 


cording to your idea of it, that he made ſeveral efforts 
in putting it off; yet if it was put off, it muſt have 


been effected in ſome temptation, combat, afflition, or | * 


another. The affliction endured by him in the garden 
| previous to his ſuffering, was no light one; and that he 
Was then in union with the human nature derived from 
his mother is evident, for his creature-weakneſs was 
then felt by him; the ſtrong hand of Divine Juſtice 
being upon him, ſo that he ſweat great drops of blood 


falling to the ground! He was in deep affliction upon þ 
the croſs, which cauſed this bitter exclamation, ©* my. 
« God, my God, why haſt thou forſaken me!“ The 


apoſtle informs us, he was crucified through the weak- 
neſs of the fleſh; from which expreſſion we are to un- 
| derſtand, he died in that nature he derived Rom. his 
| 5 mother. 


But without any proof we are 


Who, or what, we are to under- 
ſtand by the divine ſeed I cannot tell, nor will I take | 


CBS TSS: 


the cl 
in CO 
ſins. 

died, 


ſtands 


[2 
3 5 
N 4— 
et 
N % 
8 


4 


| 


EIT 25 8 
22 ˙⁵b0êU ³˙ —ö — 
e e e ESE ISP 


N 
25 


5 4 1.4 7s 

mother. Tt was the ſame nature roſe again the third 
day, as every circumſtance attending his burial proves; 
ſuch as that he was put in a new tomb, where never 
man was Jaid, fo that it could not be another which 
roſe ; the mouth of the cave was cloſed, ſealed, and 
narrowly watched by his enemies ; yet he was raiſed, 
came forth, appeared ; was ſeen of his diſciples the ſpace 
of forty days; and in the ſight of them aſcended into 
heaven from mount Olivet. Acts i. g—12. : 
But ſuch a notion is not only diſcountenanced by the 


ſcripture, but confuted. The ſeed of the woman aſſumed 


by the Son of God, was to bruiſe the ſerpent's head. 
Agreeable to this promiſe the New Teſtament informs 
us, Chriſt was led of the Spirit into the wilderneſs, and 


was tempted of the devil forty days, Luke iv. Chriſt 


enters the liſt with the ſerpent : Satan comes with his 
ſtrong reaſons : „If thou be the Son of God command 
« theſe ſtones, &c.”” If thou be the Son of God caſt 
« thyſelf down from hence,“ &. © If thou wilt fall | 
« down and worſhip me, I will give thee all theſe 
„things.“ Jeſus advances towards him with his divine 
fword “ It is written.“ Satan felt its force, found his 


| 
I 


11 „ 


And for a confirmation of all I have ſaid, 1 ſhall ſub- 
join the authority of the apoſtle Peter, who will decide 


the controverſy, and put the matter beyond a doubt, 
« Ye men of Iſrael hear theſe words, Feſus of Nazareth, 


« a man approved of God among you, by miracles, and 


« wonders, and ſigns, which God did by him in the 
e midſ of you, as ye yourſelves alſo know: Him being 
« delivered by the determinate counſel and foreknow- 
« edge of God, ye have taken and by wicked hands 


„ have crucified and flain : whom God hath raiſed up, 
“ having looſed the pains of death; Acts ii. 22— 4 
„ This Jeſus hath God raiſed up,—therefore being by 
e the right hand of God exalted, ver. 32, 33. Whom 


24. 


e the heavens muſt receive until the times of reſtitution 


of all things which God hath ſpoken,” &c. chap, 
The apoſtle is deciſive upon the ſubject, Jeſus | 
|, of Nazareth is the man who was approved of God; 


who was wickedly crucified by the Jews; who was 


people. 


God.“ 


* 


Frere 


And to conclude, I ſhall bring the teſtimony of oi Fi 
Lord himſelf, which he gave not in his ſtate of Y 
heaven © opp 
Wi. MS 


liaticn, but exaltation, not on earth, but from 


And his promiſe to them is, that as he is 6} 7 
ſhall they be, not by an exchange of natures, but by af 2 
' ſupernatural change of the ſame nature; for the trump} 7 

ſhall ſound, and the dead ſhall be raiſed incorruptible:Þ 2 | 
Oh happy day! the ſaints ſhall not then be! moleſted} 3 
dy Satan, nor diſtreſſed with errors; but ſhall ſee, 7 
| they are ſeen, and know as they are known | | 
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him; 
raiſed from the dead; received into heaven; and exalted | 

by the right hand of God, where he will abide, till the 
times of the reſtitution of all things, viz. the reſurrec- | 7 
tion day. So that he now is united, and ever will be, to 
the humanity derived from his mother. 
always be a relation ſubſiſting between Chriſt and his 

f « The children are partakers of fleſh and 

* blood, and he took part of the ſame, that he might be“ 
„ a merciful High Prieſt to them in things pertaining too 
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« 1 am \ the root, and the offipring of David, the bright 
. and Morning Star,“ Rev. xxii. 16. Here our bleſſed 
Lordi is cloſing up Divine revelation, and having given 


a particular account of the proſperity, and afflictions 4 


ich the church ſhould experience before his ſecond 
coming, thinks it proper, at the cloſe of this viſionary 
7 (ene, to give us 2 deſcription of his perſon, which he 


has done in theſe words. Here we are inſtructed what 
he is as to his divine and human natures. As he is 
God over all bleſſed for evermore, he is the root of 
I David; the Author of his exiſtence, for without him 
| was not any thing made that was made. He is David's 
3 Governor : He choſe him king of Iſrael, gave him ſuc- 
bels in all his affairs relating to his kingdom. Redeemed 
bis ſoul as his Saviour, and advanced him to glory ever- 
þ laſting. As he is man he is the :f5pring of David, the 


: him; this he was when on earth, this he is 2%, in 
heaven: ſo that it is evident that Chriſt did not put off 
by any means the humanity derived from his mother; 


has paid ſmall attention in reading the New Teſtament. 

I ſhall now come to the doctrine which was deſigned | 
to be eſtabliſhed by Mr. Beſor; the whole of which is 
2 conſidered under the three following heads of diſcourſe. 

1 I muſt acknowledge it appears ſomething extraordinary 


to me to take ſuch a method, the propoſitions being 
neither true in themſelyes, nor as to all the perſons to 


whom they are oppoſed, all which I hope to make ap- 


l However 1 will e come to o the bulinels ; they ſtand 
thus: 55 


I. That the ſelf. ident + Deity is unapproachable, 


II. « That the Son, or glorified humanity, is the 
* only medium, by which we alone worſhip the divinity, | 
Bro oppoſite to the arminian and calyiniſtic ſeheme. 


III. That 
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III. „ That in worſhipping the Lord Jeſus Chris; 
« we worſhip the one truly and only God of heaven, 


« fied perſon.” 


I. That the ſelf-exiſtent Deity is unapproachable, &c, 43 : 
It might be matter of wonder how ſuch a notion 


could have gained upon the mind of man. The ſcrip- 


tures teach no ſuch divinity, and the light of reaſon 1 


clean the contrary; no man who diſcovers the great 


goodneſs of GOD, in the ample proviſion he has 
made for his creature's happineſs, but muſt readily con- 
_ clude it muſt however be pleaſing to GOD that the 
rational creature have a grateful ſenſe of this upon his 
mind, and that he approach him to expreſs the thank- 


fulneſs of his heart for ſo great benefits. 


« I am the way, the truth, and the life, John xiv. 16. 
And again, «© I am the door if any man enter in he 
« ſhall be ſaved, but he that attempts to climb up any 


other way, the ſame is a thief and a robber,” John 
x. 9. I cannot conceive there is any thing in theſe 


paſſages like a proof of ſuch a propoſition. I think they 
indicate that he is approachable, and point out the way 


| to us in which we may approach him, viz. by faith in 
his dear Son Jeſus Chriſt. 


| The paſſage out of 
Exodus xxxiil. at firſt fight, may ſeem to make ſome- 
thing in favour of ſuch an opinion ; but upon deliberate 
confideration will not be found in its favour. It is 


|| this, © Moſes ſaid, I beſeech thee ſhow me thy glory,” 
0 ver. 18. To this requeſt the Lord makes anſwer, 


There ſhall no man ſee me and live !*? ver. 20. 
| Moſes is here informed of the ſinful ſtate of man, and 


that as a ſinner he cannot ſee the glory of GOD. The 


| neceſſity of a MEepiaTor* was opened to him; 3 


them 
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* To the ſame purpoſe is x Tim. vi. 16. 
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calvin 
But let us conſider the proof brought to defend this 
notion; No man cometh unto the Father but by me. 
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2 epreſentation of whom was the rock, in which the 


*man Moſes was put by the Lord himſelf, and when 


there the merciful hand of JEHOVAH was graciouſly 
| We him while he paſſed by, and favoured him with a 
diſcovery of his back-parts. All orthodox divines have 

interpreted this paſſage of Chriſt emblematically, in 
otion 
ſcrip- 


whom all his dear people are hid, and preſerved from 
elend wrath, by virtue of the ſpotleſs righteouſneſs 
4 they 

; how to approach unto GOD, viz. by faith in the great 
Z Redeemer and Mediator, for in him God is reconciled to 
con-. 15 not imputing our tranſgreſſions, and fins, 2 Cor. v. 18. 

t the | 


have in him. This paſſage therefore inſtructs us 


Heb. x. 19, 20. 


I 


Were 


. adopt your ſentiments, and ſay the © the Father, Son, 


4 and Holy Ghoſt, are one glorified perſon, whom we 
_C may approach; "ill we ſhould acknowledge him to 

n he 
any 


John 3 


I be ſelf-exiſtent ; and no way dependent. His incarna- | 
tion could not make him dependent. It is one very 
particular attribute of the Deity, that he is independent; 
© yea, it is neceſſary he ſhould be ſo. Were he not he 
miele be called to accounts of his matters; but he gives 
no account of them. I will not ſeek to give you and the 
| reader proof of this point, it being a truth ſelf-evident ; _ 
and which I am perſuaded is generally received, and 
would be great folly to controvert it. 
1 can hardly ſuppoſe you mean to ſay, that there is a 
natural antipathy in the ſelf-exiſtent Deity to his creature 
man: vet J muſt ſay your notion ſeems to carry this 
You cannot be pleaſed with calviniſts for 


> aſſerting the doctrine of e/e#0n of particular perſons to 
+ happineſs ; yet we are given to underſtand, that angels 
4 are in the preſence of GOD, fee him and enjoy him. 
They are diſtinguiſhed from all other who have made 
1 La miſerable by e by this appellation, 
El | _ ELECT 


But ] cannot think, Sir, you have ſtated your propo- 4 
ſition fairly to expreſs your own ſentiments. 


—_— calviniſtic trinitarians to accede to your ſcheme, and 
this 


— 
N 


OD —— BEER TE — 2 


e 


E 


' FLECT ANGELS, 1 Tim. v. 21. And we are no where 
informed, that Jehovah took their nature upon him, to 
accommodate himſelf to theſe ſpiritual beings: But the 
contrary is aſſerted in the ſacred oracles, Heb. ii. 16, 
And we are certain they approach the ſelf-exikent Being, 
4 * divine honour, and give him everlaſting praiſe. 
our miſtake upon this head ariſes from the denial 

of original fin. Before man became a tranſgreſſor, he 
could approach the great GOD without a Mediator, 
He knew nothing about a dreadful, ſeryile fear of GOD, 
There was the moſt intimate communion between 
. GOD and him, as he was his righteous creature, and 


obedient ſubject; and Jehovah his faithful, righteous, 


- fovereign Lord. Man delighting in, and giving to 
God that praiſe which was due unto him; and God 


beſtowing upon man thoſe bleſſings which might con- 


tinue him happy, whereby he enjoyed much conſolation 
inhis own ſoul. Man contemplating on the great and 
glorious perfections of his Creator, an the Creator diſ- 

' playing his perfections to man. Sin was the only 
cauſe, Sir, for which Jehovah withdrew himſelf from 


bis creature man, and for which he loſt this 8 


bring in everlaſting righteouſneſs. 


Ia. lix. 2. And it is his fin which renders him inca- 
puable of approaching the Lord in his own name. It is 
ſin the Lord hates, and againſt fin the Lord always has, 
and will ſhow his diſpleaſure. It was therefore neceſſary 
2 Mediator ſhould be provided. That the Son of God 


ſhould become incarnate, that in our nature he might 
atone for our ſin, make reconciliation for iniquity, and 

Beſide when we draw near to God, in faith in Chriſt 
as our Mediator, we do not form in our imaginations 


the image of the human nature of Chriſt, For though 
Cbriſi has been known in his church after the fleſh, yet 
| now henceforth we know him ſo no more, 2 Cor. v. 10. 
Tt is not helpful to our faith in him as God-man, to 
think of him as mere man, And it would be gross 
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ben holatry to ſet up the human nature of Chriſt as 2 fub- 
Hitute for the inviſible GOD, and the only object of 
divine worſhip. The apoſtle Paul has well expreſſed 
the nature of chriſtian worſhip in the following vir 5 
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For we are the circumciſion which worſhip God in 
© the ſpirit, and rejoice in Chriſt Jeſus, and have no 


Pound trinitarians are very fond of it. 


II. That the Son, or glorified numanity, is the 
. only medium by which we alone worſhip the divinity 


F contrary to the calviniſtic ſcheme.” 


arminians, or calviniſts, are to be found in worſhipping 


"aſſemblies, you muſt know better, and that they both 
allow Chriſt to be a Mediator, and the only one; though 


they differ as to the extent of his mediation, And in- 


for the ſake of the Son, begging God the Father to 
| © have mercy upon them for his Son's ſake.” Here it 


bleſſings purchaſed by his mediation. 


chriſtians may be greatly increaſed. 
It would greatly exceed my limits to enter particu- 


| larly into the nature of the prieſtly office of Chriit, and 


of the covenant engagements entered into by the eternal 
THREE. Nor is it neceſſary as it has been fully in 

veſtigated by many eminent divines 
| ſuffice that I ſay, that the Son of GOD became in- 


unate; took into union with himſelf that ſpotleſs 


humanity 


& confidence in the fleſh,” Phil. iii. 3. I think alſo the 
trinity is fairly to be inferred from this paſſage, and 


By this propoſition your readers might be led to ſup- 4 
7 oſe, that calviniſtic trinitarians were no friends to the 
Worſhip of Gop, by the mediation of Jeſus Chriſt, If | 


you live in Birmingham, or in any other town were 
tion | 


deed you have confeſſed the truth of them in one place 
of your book, where you ſay, It is the conſtant prac- 
« tice of chriſtians in general, to pray to God the Father 


is evident they do believe him to be the only Mediator, 5 
and that they pray to God that they may enjoy the 
I can aſſure you, 

Sir, I heartily wiſh, and pray, that the number of luck 
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Rom. V. I, 17. 


unto GOD. 


| FT 


can bring them to renounce them. Every man would 


be glad to part with his ſin, ſo that it may not appear 
before GOD to his condemnation ; but it is only the 
enlightened man is willing to part with his belt per- 


formances, becauſe by the gift of GOD he has a better 
righteouſneſs in Chriſt; and a peace in his conſcience by 
the faith of it, that the natural man knows not of, 
7, And with an humble boldneſs ap- 
proaches the throne of grace, by faith in the precious 


blood of his dear Saviour, and great High Prieſt, 
Hieb. x. 19—21. e | 


But as you have aſſerted that calviniſts deny Jeſus 


Chriſt to be the only Mediator, I have thought it molt 


proper to give you a few ſpecimens of the ſentiments of 
calviniſtic men; in which it will appear that they be- 


lieve Chriſt to be the only Mediator, and the only 


medium of divine worſhip, by whom they approach 
5 The 


humanity, miraculouſly conceived in the womb of be 
virgin; and in this nature repreſented- all the children 


Th 


wrote t 
of GOD. As God-man by virtue of covenant tran. have be 
ſaction he was ſurety for his people, to anſwer upon weir n 
their account every demand, law and juſtice could make to as t⸗ 
upon them, as tranſgreſſors: He having for them paid thus: 
reſpect to all the commandments of the law, or fulfilldd , gig fa 
all righteouſneſs; did likewiſe ſubmit himſelf to the „ du 
| ſevere ſtroke of ſtern juſtice ; and ſo made reconciliation |. 
for ALL their iniquity. And having thus purged their 

fin away, by the blood of his croſs, aſcended into 
heaven with his own blood, as their interceding Prieſt; 
in which character he ſtands in the preſence of GOD | 

for them, and ever lives to make interceſſion on their“ 
77 ß El 
| The people of God are brought to renounce all de-] put tt 
pendence upon their own works and righteouſnets, by BY e thoſe 
the effectual operation of the Holy Spirit in the work Þ <1 


of regeneration, and nothing but his effectual teaching 
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The firſt ſhall be good John Bradford the martyr, 


wrote too at a time when we can not ſuppoſe him to 
have been iſincere, but a very few days before he ſealed 
with his blood the doctrine of his faith. In a Letter 
to certain of his 8 N. S. and R. C. he writes | 
| A thus; 3 | 


Il believe that man wade after the image of GOD, 
did fall from that bleſſed Rate to the condemnation of 1 


1 2 © himſelf and ALL his poſterity, I believe that Chriſt - 


4 (for man being thus fallen) did oppoſe Himſelf to the 
« juſtice of GOD, a Mediator, paying the ranſom and 


and price of redemption for Adam and his whole poſ- 


07 « terity that refuſe it not finally.“ And that he was a 


calviniſt may be ſeen by a ſingle ſentence in the ſame 


Letter: I believe I ſay that this faith and belief in 
Chriſt is the work and gift of GOD, given to none 


« but thoſe who are the children of GOD, that is, to 


” © thoſe whom God the Father before the beginning of 
- ©the world hath predeſtinated to eternal we. N ox's 
Book of Martyrs. 


The next is Luther's teſtimony, and he was a PET 


viniſt in moſt points; he tells us in his comment upon 
Gal. i. 16. That the goſpel teacheth that Chriſt came 
not to ſet forth a new law, and to give commandments 
© as touching manners: but that he came to this end 
© © that he might be made an oblation for the fins of the 
Whole world, and that our ſins might be forgiven, and 
eeverlaſting life given Unto us for his ſake, and not for 
| © the works of the law, or for our our own righteouſ- 
| *neſs.* And upon the fourth verſe he has theſe words : 
60D is our F ather, and our God, but throngh 
| © Chriſt,” And again upon the fifteenth verſe he fs, 
| © Therefore this gift (viz. ſalvation and grace) came 
alſo unto me, by the mere predeſtination and mercy 


* of GOD before I was yet born,” 
D Doctor 


I olearer apprehenſions of them than others. But as een 
for thoſe, the bent of whoſe minds doth not lie to- | 41 


of Chriſt, writes thus: He is no Chriſtian who lives 


© regular. Some may be more able than others to dif. |? 
_. © poſe their thoughts concerning them into method and nn t. 
| © order. Some may be more diligent than others in the arr 
© obſervation of times for the ſolemn performance of | rg 


© wards thoughts of them, whoſe hearts are not on all Þ* 


© life of faith. And if we are thus converſant about Þ 
_ © theſe things, they will engage our hearts into the /v! | 


indeed to deny the truth and reality of them all, and to 


Doctor Owen in his xivth chap. n the verſen © 
chap, upon the perſon . boline 


1 
1 . 
FF 


© not much in the meditation of the mediation of Cbriſ, „ 
band the eſpecial acts of it. Some may more abound 4 —_ 
in that work than others, as it is fixed, formed, and 


2 < other 


„God. 


Ls 


© this duty. Some may be able to riſe to higher, and | J. 8 
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| Trad © blood. 

_ © occaſtons retreating unto the remembrance of them, I Chriſt 

_ © who embrace not all opportunities to call them over power 
© as they are able; on what ground can they be eſteemed Þ* x 


— 2 | TY | 
« Chriſtian ? How do they live by the faith of the Son þÞ «12. 4: 
£< of 


od ?——If our minds are not filled with theſe : Phe 


£ 
t things; if Chriſt doth not dwell plentifully in our hearts Þ 88 0 
© by faith; if our ſouls are not poſſeſſed with them, and hat 4 
in their whole inward frame and conſtitution ſo caſt «faith + 
© into this mould, as to be led by a natural complacency Þc 1, 90. 
© unto a converſe with them, we are ſtrangers unto the And 


© of the perſon of Chriſt. To ſuppoſe the contrary, 6 The 


© turn the goſpel into a fable.* And in his treatiſe intitled ; Ja 
Communion with God, he ſays, © Chriſt is the medium 


3 ay ; ED: 
© of communication between God and us. In him we d , 5. 
© meet, in him we walk.=-All influences of love, kind- Ne 


| © neſs, mercy from God to us, are through him; all |« which 


our returns of love, faith, delight, obedience unto Ii « 

© God, are all through him. He being that one way I 5 

© GOD ſo often promiſeth his people: and it is a glo- 

© rious way. Iſa. xxxv. 8. “An high way, a way f bon the 
2 polineſs, MP which 


on RY i holineſs,” a way that none can err in, that once enter 
des it. Which is further ſet forth, Iſa. xlii. 16. All 
% e other ways, all other paths but this, go down to the 
nd ee chambers of death: they all lead to walk contrary to 
nd i Ged.. 55 


l. The Rev. Mr. Robert Trail in his fifth ſermon, 
and 2 upon the ſprinkling of the blood of Jeſus Chriſt, 1 Pet. 


the i. 2. gives us the following uſeful excellent exhortation : 
: of ' Not only ſtand before GOD in this ſprinkled blood 
of Chriſt, but plead with God in every caſe upon the 

n all blood. You think, and you think rightly, that Jeſus 


© © powerful Pleader, and ſo he is; but what is the great 


mo | © appears before God for us. Whatſoever you afk you 
1e %% © muſt aſk it in the name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” 


ry, is | That godly, judicious, and excellent man, the Rev. 


and o Mr. James Hervey, whoſe praiſe is univerſally in the 
ntitled | churches, makes the following obſervations upon John 
edium Xv. 6, © If a man abide not in me, he is caſt forth as a 
um Ne branch, and is withered; and men gather them, and caſt 
121 them into the fire, and they are burned.” “ From 
3 © We which it appears, that the human heart is never 
ghar” [© actuated by good tempers; that the human life can 
| | | EOS „ 


a glo- #* The reader will obſerve I have taken this laſt quotation 
ineſs,” of which I have not the ſhadow of a doubt. 


D2. der 


Chriſt is a great Interceſſor in heaven; that he is a 


argument he pleads upon? What is it that makes all his 
pleadings ſucceſsful, and that ſecures anſwers of peace 
sto all whom he pleads for? It is from the virtue of 
this blood of his; he pleads upon his own blood, and be 
that are poor ſinners muſt do ſo too. By his own blood, 6 
faith the apoſtle, Heb. ix. 12. he entered in once into 

” © the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us. 
And in the power and virtue of that blood he ſtill 
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account of this blood. I ſay you mult learn to plead |! 
with God in every caſe upon the account of this 


Way om the works of the Rev. Mr. Hervey ; the juſtneſs and exaftneſs 1 
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never be productive of good works, until a man i; 4 


of this death opens the heaven of heavens, and all its Þ 
© inexhauſtible ſtores. By this death, by his alone, ve © ſacrifi 


© upon ſuch wonders of loving-kindneſs ; when we are 


ball his merit, improves all his influence, for our con- 


28 


Ss T 
© united to Chriſt, No more than a branch can bear | elegar 


* valuable fruit while it continues in a ſlate of ſeparation | « poſſi 


© from the tree.—It appears alſo, that perſons alienated | * facri 
from Chriſt, are, and all their performances too, lile © with 


© broken, withered, rotten boughs : fit for nothing but but 


to be committed to the flames, and conſumed from « for 
_ © the earth. Both they and their actions, far from 


© being meritorious, are, in the eſtimate of heaven, © blook 


_ © worthleſs and deſpicably mean.“ He goes on to a- a ne 
ſwer an objection frequently brought againſt his doc.] © The 


trine: Such an one you ſay, is honeſt in his dealing, ( befo: 
* temperate in his enjoyments, charitable to the poor, | the! 
© Be it ſo. Yet, unleſs theſe ſhowy deeds are referred“ © with 


8 


to the glory of the ſupreme JEHOVAH ; unleſs they © bette; 
flow from faith in the crucified JESUS; they are but it is, 
© the carcaſs of virtue. They may be acts of world!y 
policy, of ſelfiſh prudence, or phariſaical pride. They þ 
! © are no religious ſervice, nor any pleaſing oblation to] © yet h 


_ * the LORD Almighty.” Ther. and Aſpa. Dial. VIII 


te BA xo 
* 


| © as if 


was 


the v 
A A converſion to GOD, and a newneſs of life, are Þ Nor 
© not the effect of human abilities, but the work of the] conti 
Divine Spirit, and the fruit of the Redeemer's death. his F 


A Excluſive of this death, there had been no ſuch thing Þ > © blood 


© as a repenting ſinner, or a renewed ſoul.— The merit Þ of thi 
. 
the f 


WY * 4 
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© have the enjoyment of grace, and the hope of glory, © woul, 
It is not eaſy (ſays the good man) to repres were 
© the ſallies of delight, and devotion, when we mule WW? Paul 
1 i c purity 
div n- 
W of Ch 
: glory, 
55 B. IV. 


© touched with a ſenſe of ſuch immenſely rich benefits. 
© A great High Prieſt ! who is higher than the heavens; 
© yet humbled himſelf to death, even the death of the 
© croſs |—Who is conſecrated for evermore ; and pleads 


The 


«© ſummate felicity !* Ther. and Aſpa. Dial. III. 
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from 
from N 
ayen, | blood of Chriſt, whereby he hath conſecrated for us 
e a new, and living way thereto. Heb. x. 19, 20.” 
The blood of the goat was to be ſprinkled on, and 
lings, before the mercy-ſeat ; and fo that blood remained in 
or, | the holy of holies. Chriſt appears always in heaven 
with his blood, which is the 5% of ſprinkling, ſpeaking 
© better things than that of Abel. Heb, xii, 24. Hence 
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 « poſſible for Aaron without the blood of the expiatory 
e ſacrifice : neither did Chriſt enter into the holy place 

without blood; blood, I fay, not of goats, or bulls, 
© but his own, whereby he obtained eternal redemption 
Nor is there any other way by 


for us. Heb. ix. 12. 
© which we can enter into the ſanctuary, but by the 


dit is, that John ſaw before the throne a Lamb flanding 


© as if it had been flain. Rev. v. 6. For though Chriſt 


© was once dead and liveth for evermore, Rev. i. 18. 


© yet he is repreſented in heaven as ſlain, on account of 


© the virtue and efficacy of his death, which is ever freſh. 


Nor is the interceſſion of Chriſt any thing elſe, but a 
= ©continual repreſentation of his merits and death before 


© his Father. But that an expiation was to be made b 


blood for the holy place itſelf, and for the tabernacle 


bol the congregation, ſignifies that God's indwelling in 


the ſinner cannot be in a holy manner, without the 


would be polluted, if, which is impoſſible, ſinners 


Paul affirms, Heb. ix. 23. the heavenly things are pu- 
5 © rified with better ſacrifices, Not that there is any im- 
purity in heaven, but that it is not conſiſtent with the 


E divine holineſs to admit ſinners, unexpiated by the blood 
/ Chrift, into the communion or participation of his 
Econ. Cov, 


5 23 Theſe 


The excellent Dr. Witſius expreſſes himſelf thus 
beat 3 elegantly upon the ſubject: And there was no entrance 
ition ba 
jated |" 


like 


©: © ſacrifice and blood of Chriſt; and that heaven itſelf 
lory. . Vor olluted, ich 
were to be admitted there without an expiation. Thus 
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Theſe following are a few lines from that calviniſtic | * 
trinitarian Dr. Gill, at the cloſe of his diſcourſe upon the | 7 
Juſtification of the ſoul, by the righteouſneſs of Chrit | ® 
imputed. After having ſtated, and ably defended the | © 
doctrine, he comes to the following concluſion ; it? 
your ſouls are under the powerful, and comfortable in- 


© fluence of this doctrine, you will in the firſt place bleſ; 


God for Jeſus Chriſt, by whoſe obedience you are 
made righteous ; you will value his juſtifying righte- | 
_ © ouſneſs, and make mention of it at all proper times; 
© you will glory alone in Chriſt, and will give the Whole 
glory of your juſtification to him, and will be earneſtly 
Aland ſtudiouſly deſirous of having your converſation as | 


© becometh the goſpel of Chriſt.* And again in his diſ- 


courſe upon the Fulneſs of the Mediator, he has the 
following remarkable paragraph: „It is the will and 
| © pleaſure of God, that all grace ſhould come to us 
' © through Chriſt. If God will commune with us, it 
 £< muſt be from off the mercy-ſeat Chriſt 


A2. 


© have any fellowſhip with the Father, it muſt be with | 
him through the Mediator. If we have any grace from 
'! © him, who is the God of all grace, it muſt be to us in 
this way; for Chriſt alone is the way, the truth, and 


© the life ; not only the way of acceſs to God, and ac- 


© ceptance with him, but of the conveyance of all grace, 


© of all the bleſſings of grace unto us.)? 


And now to cloſe up the whole, we will introduce a 


paſſage from that godly man John Calvin: © But foraſ- 


much as there is no one worthy to preſent himſelf to 
God, and to come in his fight : the heavenly Father 


© himſelf, to deliver us both from ſhame and fear, which 


© ſhould have thrown down all our courages, hath given 


© to us his Son Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, to be an Advo- 
© cate, and Mediator with him for us. By whoſe lead- 


| © ing we may boldly come to him, truſting that we 
'' © have ſuch an interceſſor nothing ſhall be denied us 
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Rc which we aft in his name, as nothing can be denied 
c him of the Father. | 
Z< whatſoever we have taught heretofore concerning faith. 
*< Becauſe as the promiſe ſetteth out unto us Chriſt for 
if our Mediator, ſo unleſs our hope of obtaining ſtay 
bleſs 
1 are 
ttremble for fear, and the acknowledging of our own 
> © unworthineſs ſhould drive us far away, til] Chriſt come 


EZ againſt it. 


Tu 1 


And hereunto muſt all be referred 


© upon him, it taketh from itſelf the benefit of praying. 


For ſo ſoon as the terrible majeſty of GOD cometh 


into our mind, it is impoſſible but that we ſhould 


© mean (or as Mediator) between us and him; which 
© may change the throne of dreadful glory, into the 

© throne of grace. As alſo the apoſtle teacheth, that 
© we may be bold to appear with all confidence which 


© ſhall obtain mercy, and find grace to help in fit ſeaſon. _ _ | 


© And as there is a law ſet that we ſhould call upon 


o us © GON, like as there is a promiſe given, that they ſhall 
18, it 
f we 
with 


© be heard who call upon him; fo are we peculiarly 
© commanded to call upon him in the name of Chriſt; 


2 © and we have a promiſe ſet forth, that we ſhall obtain 
> © that which we aſk in his name. Inſtit. B. III. ch. xx. 


Thus, Sir, it appears that calviniſtic trinitarians are 


not oppoſite to the © opinion that the Son is the only 


Mediator (or medium)” by whom God is to be wor- 
ſhipped ; but do plainly declare with the ſcriptures, that 
we cannot woritiv GOD aright, without having true 


faith in HIM as the only Mediator. e 

But at the ſame time it is to be confeſſed, that they 
do not receive, and believe, that notion of the humanity 
only being the Son of God. The ſacred oracles give 
countenance to no ſuch an opinion, but appear poſitively 
And reaſon itſelf ſeems to contradict it. 
For to ſay that Jeſus Chriſt is the ſon of man; and yet 
to deny him the principal conſtituent part of a man, 
VIZ. the human ſoul ; ſeems very contrary to reve 
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But the ſcripture will fully decide the controverſy, 
and I hope put an end to the debate. The apoſil: 


Paul tells us, Heb. ii. 17. „In all things it behoved 


« him (i. e. Chriſt) to be made like unt) his brethren.” 


Now if the apoſtle's aſſertion be true your notion muk | 


fall to the ground. He had therefore a human body, 


and a reaſonable ſou] as he appeared to have, when hc 
converſed among men. 1 
body and ſoul, he grew in wiſdom and ſtature: No 
we cannot ſuppoſe, without bordering upon blaſphemy, 
that he grew in wi/dom as to his Godhead, And this 
precious prince of life himſelf, when he began his ſuf- 


With regard to his human 


ferings for his people in Gethſemane, makes this 


mournful complaint to his diſciples : “My ſoul is ex- 


« ceeding forrowful even unto death,” Matt. xxvi. 38. 


The Divine Nature is allowed by almoſt every one to be? 
impaſſible. And we muſt not aſcribe to GOD the 
paſſions of joy and ſorrow, hope and fear, as we do to | 
human beings. And though ſuch expreſſions are to be 


found in ſcripture, yet they are metaphorical, to denote, 


how agreeable that which is holy is to his nature, and“ 
how contrary that is which is otherwiſe. Beſide I Þ 
really ſuppoſe it was as neceſſary the divine perſon of Þ 
_ Chriſt ſhould aſſume, or be united to a human ſoul as 2 

human body ; ſeeing our fouls and bodies are involved 


in the ſame tranſgeſſions, and in thoſe who periſh, their 
ſouls with their bodies will partake together of the ſame 
puniſhment ; as they were together co- actors, and co- 


operators in the ſame ſins. Chriſt therefore, that he 


might deliver his beloved people, aſſumed a human 
body and ſou], and ſo in his body and foul endured ſuch 
puniſhment, as by reaſon of the dignity of his divine 


nature, was a full and ample ſatisfaction to divine juſtice 
tor their tranſgreſſions. Rom. iv. 25. and viii, 33, 34. 


III. That in worſhipping the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, we 
© worſhip the one true and only God of heaven 8 


earth, 


perlor 
The 
ſound 
means 
Lone g 
[2 «< Jeſus. 
© © heave 


tion pr 
I acl 
the ſac 
that he 
may CC 
formed 


or rath 
I think 
Fa 
1 
80 
I dor 
more 
By You a 
but of 
of Jeh 
finite, 
ſoul; 
Son 2 
= of the 
over d 
ga little 
5 one gle: 


1man 
Now 
1emy, 
| this 
s ſuf- 

this 
is ex- 
i. 38. 
to be 
) the 


do to 


to he 
note, 


laszÞ 


olved 


their Þ 
but of what then does the trinity conſiſt ? In this plan 
of Jehovah we have repreſented to us the eternal, in- 
finite, ever-blefſed GOD, under the notion of a human 
ſoul; the dear and adorable Jeſus, God's ever-bleſſed 
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1 and 
earth, 
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! 
Tue greateſt part of this propoſition may be eſteemed 


1 


„one glorified perſon, becauſe when we worſhip the Lord 
GOD of . | 
This will come into conſidera- | 


ſſeſus, we worſhip the one true and only 
= © heaven and earth,” 
tion preſently. _ 


that he is Immanuel, God with vs. 


Father, Son, Holy Ghoſt, 
Divinity, * Humanity, | * Divine Proceedings, 
%R, , -- 


* You acknowledge a trinity, but you ſay not of perſons ; 


Son with power, to a body without a ſoul ; the eternal 


Spirit to-eperation; but the operator is removed out 
Here I think you have rather caſt a veil 


. of the way. | 
over divine truth, than thrown any light upon it. But 
a little before you ſay, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt 7s 


In 


5 one glorified perſon, Here you have placed ſuch a trinity 


earth, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, in one glorified 


ſound orthodox, calviniſtic divinity. But we by no 
means can allow, that Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt is 


I acknowledge you have given ſubſtantial proof from 
the ſacred pages, of the DIVINITY of Jeſus Chriſt; ! 
L And for which 

good office I give you my thanks, and hope the dax 
may come when you may be as well, and better in- 
formed in every important doctrine of the Goſpel. 
But I hope to make it appear, that Father, Son, and 

Holy Ghoſt is not one, but three glorified perſons. _ 
F The method you have taken to prove your point, 
or rather the plan you have drawn of the Divine Being, 
I think is horrid beyond deſcription, and is as follows: 

and x | 
ide 1 
on of Þ f 4+ 2 
I do not think ſuch a deſcription of the Divine Being 
more ſcriptural than what we hear from Socinians. 
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in GOD as is ſhocking to every Trinitarian. 1 
level the Almighty with mortal man is very unbecom. FRF 

ing: and it is a taſk which no mortal is capable of; o 


| give an account of the modus of exiſtence in the Divine 


eing, ſeeing he is born like a wild aſs's ads] Job, 1 5 5 
In order to confirm this opinion of the Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghoſt being but one perſon, beſide the fore. 


| xi. 12. 


cited plan, you have favoured us with an arrangement 
of ſeripture texts in two columns. 


teral arrangement, ſufficient evidence is produced of the 


divinity and eternity of the perſon of Chriſt, But a L 
your intention is to overthrow the doctrine of a trinij 7 
of perſons; I have taken liberty to ſubjoin a third þ* 


column, that you, Sir, and all our readers, may have = 


. opportunity to be informed by the ſame collateral evi- 


dence that there are a plurality, yea, a trinity of perſons . 


in the eternal Godhead, 


A few 


"IS ; 
Wo” 
; : * 
* 43 
N * 
: be 
, . ; 
5 \ 
5 * = k , y 
* _ 
0 -u# IS. 


- FF 


Old A. 


Deut. 


And by this coll. Ted. 


a Z 


2 


- £0 
- OE 
1 


Jer. 3 


Lord is 


5 


x Wy E 
Jul Bhs 
2 8. 
* 


= Pal. 
Who is 
. Glory ? 
ſtrong a 


3 
hate 
„ 
It » 
Df 


3% 
1 


E the Lor. 
Name. 


To 
om- 
+ to 
vine 


Job, 


© 

my 

cv 
4 
"IRE 


o 


olla- . 


f the 


W 1 
ed = : 2 ; 
ö TRE * 3 
5 Lak Hts 


OLD. 
Lord our God is one 
Lord. | 


ut 28 L. 
iniy F* 


have 
evil- 


C * 
" [ with 
23 
4 
1 d 
7 
S 
2 
t 
be 


+ 


: Jer. x. 10. The 


rſons 


1 


x 


5 


WH” 
760 
. 
Wen 
Fay 5 
. 
9 e 


7 Who is the King of 
Glory? The Lord 
E ſtrong and mighty. 


97 
5 
Ip 


5 the Lord, that is my 


"© 0 7 
Deut. vi. 4. The 


Lord is the true God, | 


Pal. xxiv. 8, 10. 


glory. 


A n . a 


A ferv parallel paſſages, ſelected from the 
X Old and New Teſtaments by Mr. Beſor, 
= t prove that Father, Son, and Holy 

"= Ghoſt is but One glorified perſon.” 
Son, 1 3 


> PW: 


_ Jude 25. The only 


wiſe God our Saviour. 


I John v. 20. We 


are in him that is 
true, even in Jeſus 


IChriſt; this is the 
| true God and eternal 
A 


1 Cor. ii. 8. The 
princes of this world 
crucified the Lord of 


Phil. ii. 11. Every 


tongue ſhall confets 


| that Jeſus Chriſt is 


Lord. 


A few more, ſelefed 
from the ſame Books 


to prove Father,Son, 
and Spirit are three 


_ diſtinct perſors, 


1 John v. 7. There 


are three that bear 


record in heaven, the 
Father, 


the Word, 
and the Holy Ghoſt : 


[and theſe Three are 
os 


John xvii. 3. This 


is life eternal, that 


they might know thee 
the only true God, 
and Jeſus. 


im Kli, , 


Lord, the King of 
Iſrael, and his Re- 


deemer the Lord of 
Hoſts. e 


Phil. fl. 11. Jeſus 


Chriſt is Lord, to 


the glory of God the 


Father. | 
Matt. xxviii. 19. 


; The Name of the 
| Father, and of the 


Son, and of the Holy 
Ghoſt, 
EE OV, 


Chriſt 
whom thou haſt ſent. 


r 


* 


Iſa. xliv. 6. Thus 
faith Jehovah the 
King of Iſrael, and 
his Redeemer the. Je- 
hovah of Hoſts. I 
am the firſt and the 

on _ _ © [angel to teſtify unto 


[ii | 5 Jvyou theſe things. 
i 4 8 | 8 
' 


[36 ] 
Rev. xxii. 13. 16. 

I am Alpha and 
Omega, the begin- 
ning and the ending, 
the firſt and the laſt. 
[ Jeſus have ſent my 


Prov. viii. 23. 30, 
I was ſet up from 
everlaſting, [or «ter. 
.nity] from the be. 
ginning, or ever tie 
earth was. Then 
was I by him [ viz. 8 
| the Father] as on: 
| brought up with him. Chril 


2 John 9. 10. He BF 
that abideth in the are n 
doctrine of Chriſt, he Apfeg⸗ 

| hath 591 the Father SEL 


John viii. 24. 28. 
If ye believe not that 
Jam he, ye ſhall die 


Iſaiah xlviii. 12. 
Hearken unto me, O 
Jacob; I am he. 


LY 
$2 
op 
=y* 
Fa. 


in your fins, 


and the Son. If there 


come any unto you 


not bringing this doc- 


this a 
Fprehe! 
2X velatic 


15 | 5 oe ___ | trine, receive him not | 
_ into your houſe, nei. not by 
> £0 ther bid him Gol thoug 
| | „ reveal. 

John i. 1, 2. In gand m 
the beginning was!? 
| ze the Word, and the 
the voice that ſpake z | Word was with Goch! 
and I ſaw one like and the Word was! 
the Son of man, | God: the ſame wa 
1 IIIiin the beginning with 
TS God, _— 


0 | | 1 1 | = 
[i + 1 Kings viii. 39.| John it. 25. He] Rom. ii. 16. I: 
Thou, even thou only | Jeſus knew their the day when 604 
knoweſt the hearts of | thoughts, and needed | ¶ viz. the Father] fal 
the children of men. | not that any ſhould| judge the ſecrets of ih 
teſtify of man; for men by Jeſus Chil 
he knew what was in| according to my ge- 
mn. 7. | pet; = 


. 


Rev. i. 8. 12, 13. 
I am the Almighty ! 
And I turned to tee 


Gen. xvii. 1. The 

Lord appeared unto 

Abram and ſaid unto. 

[1 him, I am the Al- 
mighty. 
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from | 
* ter. FR | . | 
e be. Teſtaments, to prove Jeſus Chriſt to be the onh God of 
er tie | 
13 one . PO | 3 
þ him. Chriſt, another of the Father, and a third of the Holy 
Ghoſt: but they will ſay, and abide by it too, that 
jeſus Chriſt is one eternal Perſon in the Godhead, the 
>. He Father another, and the Holy Ghoſt another; that they 
Gp. " "Bare not one glorified perſon; but Three Perſons eyer 
rift, he 
Father 
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If there 


this an unexplicable myſtery ſuch as they cannot com- 
to v 4 : Be * 
us doe. 1 velation not to man's reaſon, but to the chriſtian's faith; 
* „not to employ his brain, but to comfort his heart. And 
n Gol though it is too high a myſtery for my comprehenſion, 
yet it is not contrary to my reaſon *: for as I find it 


2. In 
5 a reduces me to this obedience+. . 
_ There appears to be a great contradiction to ſerip- 
„rd was | ture expreſſions, and alfo your own idea of man, in the 
une wa repreſentation you have given us of the perſon of Jeſus 
ing vil an your plan of the trinity. The ſcripture diſtinguiſhes 

aan from the reſt of animals, that he is a living ſoul. 


16. In +] 
en Gol 12 


her] ſhall 8 hall he _ it becauſe he cannot comprehend it ?- Yet upon this 


ecrets i very principle unitarians deny the doctrine of the trinity, though 
18 Chriſt, EM thi 3 Ts | Te EI REN 
| nothing can be more fully revealed. 


my 5 BE Þ © My reaſon in her ſedateſt moments aſſures me, that ſcrip- 


ture cannot deceive, though I may be unable to conceive. My 

wt reaſon declares, that I ſhall be a rebel againſt her laws, if I do not 
| | ſubmit to this determination of ſcripture, as deci/ive, as infallible," 
In v upon the Trin. | | 38 | 
5 2 NO | E _ appellation, 


prehend; I would anſwer, —It is a doctrine of pure re- 


revealed by God himſelf in his word; Matt. iii. 17. and 
"Zxxvilt. 19. I look upon myſelf bound to ſubmit to it, 
and my reaſon in conjunction with the word of God 


* Man cannot comprehend himſelf, nor can he find out by what 
w body and ſoul are united, fo as to make one perſon in himſelf, * 


[ 


bleſſed and eternally glorious. If any ſhould ſuppoſe -3 


And when GOD makes propriety of man, it is by this 
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appellation, . All fouls are mine,“ ſaith the 
Ezek. xviii. 4. And you yourſelf ſay, © The ſpirit i 
© the real man,” p. 37. 


1 - 
LORD, 
But here you have ſet forth 
the Son as being the « humanity or body;“ ſo that if 


we allow you to be judge in this matter, this Son you 


have repreſented to us cannot be the ſame which the 


apoſtle ſets forth under the appellation “ The MAN 
RRM,” ) 7 

I hope I ſhall in ſome good meaſure make it appear 
that there are three perſons in the adorable Godhead. 


I do not intend to enter particularly upon the offices of 
each of them. The controverſy being of this nature: 


Whether there is but one, or three perſons in Fehovah 


ſubſeting. That there are three I hope may be ſeen in 
the third column of ſeripture- texts collected for that 
Purpoſe : for although they do not all of them men- 


tion three, yet they all contain two, and ſome of them 
three; and if there was but one paſſage of ſcripture to 


prove a doctrine, and that could be interpreted agreeable 
to the analogy of faith, and the reſt of the holy ſcrip- 


tures, it is ſufficient to ſilence the tongues of mortal 
men. Is alſo ſufficient warrant for the chriſtian's faith#, 
I am ſenſible unitarians very much diſlike, and rejed 
the word perſon. I have alſo converſed with ſome trini- 
tarians who were far from recommending it : but then 


have been at a loſs to find a word more proper for a 


* I dare ſay you are ſenſible, that one ſcripture proof, if plain 


in its ſignification, and inconteſtible in its evidence, is as valid, as 


« deciſive as one thouſand ; becauſe one ſuch proof bears the ſtamp 
© of infallible wiſdom, and infinite veracity.” Herwey upon Trin. 

© That the aſſent, which is in faith, has a moſt certain aſſurance, 
© which no certainty of any mathematical demonſtration can ex- 
©ceed. Wherefore they ſpeak very incautiouſly, who maintain 


© there may be falſehood in divine faith; ſince the proper object ot 1 


« faith is the feſtimony of GOD ; which is neceſſarily true, and more 


_ © ſure than any demonſtration. Nor can any places of ſcripture be 


c — in which any thing that is not true, is propoſed to man“ 
belief.“ Witſius upon the Cov, Book III. ch. vii. fect. 15. 
1 5 e ſubſtitute. 
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1 1 ſubſütute. The principal argument urged againſt its 
forth I uſe is, that it is not a ſcriptural word: if this could be 
At ö J Y fer it ſhould make us leſs tenacious of it. In an- 
yu wer to this objection I ſhall do no more than produce 
1 6 dhe authority of Dr. Gill. It is not indeed agreed, 
| AN | '© whether the word b Tora, ſhould be rendered ſub- 
é ſtance, or perſon; I would only obſerve, that the 

pear if 3 az fathers, when ſpeaking of the trinity, uſe the 
dead. word in the ſame ſenſe, in which our tranſlators have 
= of | rendered it. There is another word which they alſo 
"INE 3 ae uſe of when they ſpeak of the perſons in the 
5 0% J . trinity, and that is @goowroy 3 which is uſed by the 
en in 2 © apoſtle when he is ſpeaking of Chriſt, in 2 Cor. iv. 6. 
as 1 ty our tranſlators render «the face of Jeſus Chriſt.” 
en . The words might be tranſlated the perſon of Chriſt; 
them MY. and without ſuch a verſion the ſenſe of the words is 
Sto 3 not very eaſy.**. From what has been ſaid, I cannot 
cable bY — the leaſt imprekrie in the ue of the word 
ſerip- WEED. | 
nen oy | Of the P erſons m the Tri mity. 

aith*, 3 | W. | 
rejet PI 401 e are to remember, that ſcripture i is the only clue 
rin. “ to lead us into the knowledge of this myſtery ; there- 

t then BY fore the ſcripture ſhall be my rule; and let it be ob- 
for a BY ſerved, we call thoſe perſons who are in themſelves en- 
e dued with will, power, and underſtanding. _ . 
pn BY The F ather hath underſtanding; “Of that 1 
aid, mn 8 * _ but my Father only,” Matt. xxiv. 36. 

e ſtamp Þ3 e Son hath underſtanding; “He knew 
C 
can er LS. 1 ws Holy Ghoſt hath anderftanding; ec The Spirit 
aaintan, , makes interceſſion for us with groanings which can- 
bject of n be uttered.” He knoweth, and underſtandeth the 
ork Wor ” the ſaints, and therefore makes futtable me 2 
en * See the Docte h 
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s herd,” L2 
Wi Of his Father he ſays, &« Thou ha given him (viz F 
e the Son) power over all fleſh, John xvii, 2. F 


1 John XVi. 14. 
Our Lord 3 the FF PEE of a plurality of 
. Fern in the Godhead ae by the promiſe he 


. 

T he Father hath a will; © I ſeek the will of the 
« Father which ſent me.“ John V. 0% 
The Son has a will; „Father I will that thoſe 


« whom thou haſt given me, be with me to behold my 


« glory.” John xvii, 24. 

The Holy Ghoſt has a will; © The prophecy came 
« not in old time by the will of man, but holy men 
of God ſpake as they were moved by (the will of) the 
Holy Ghoſt,” 2 Pet. i. 21. 

The Father hath power; The times and the ſea- 


« ſons the Father hath put in his own power,“ Acts 


i. 7. None is able to pluck them, (viz. my ſhecp) 
et out of the Father's hand, John x. 29, 


The Son has power; © That ye may know that the 1 


Son of man hath power, — to forgive ſins,” Matt. ix. 6. 
« I lay down my life, I lay it down of myſelf; I have 


power to lay it down, and I have power to take it 
„again, John x. 18. Matt. xxviii. 18, 


The Holy Ghoſt has power; That ye may abound 
« in hope through the power of the Holy Ghoſt,” 
Rom. xv. 13. © Ye ſhall receive power after that the 


| i Holy Ghoſt is come upon you,” Acts i. 8. Theſe 


perſonal properties are, as is very evident, very particu- 
larly aſcribed to each of the divine perſons. 
Again the words I, Thou, and He, always fignify a 
perſon, when applied to a ſubje&t endued with will and 
wer, and we find them ſo applied to each of the 
vine Perſons, in the ſacred pages, and that by our 
Lord himſelf. 
Speaking of himſelf he fays, « [ am the good Shep- 
John x. 11 


And of the Holy Ghoſt ; „ He ſhall glorify me,” 


made 
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= made 


g © (@ 
= © oth 


3 other 
= Com! 
Z tingui 
Son, 


T1 ; 


4 made his diſciples a little before his death. «]T will- 


3 tinguiſhed. in the ſcripture from the Father, and the 


which he could not be if he was in every ſenſe the 
2 fame. He is ſaid to be another Comforter ſent by the 


23 Father in the name of Chriſt. John xiv. 26. 


d law, «© That the teſtimony of two men is true. I am 


Father that ſent me he beareth witneſs of me, John 
viii. 17. Unqueſtionably the Father and the Son 
"2 ©then muſt not be confounded together; they muſt 


make two diſtin witneſſes. In the mouth of two or 
> © three witneſſes by the law of Moſes every word ſhall 
> © be eſtabliſhed. But in a jewiſh court, a ſingle perſon _ 
would not have been allowed to ſtand for two wit- 
> ©nefles, becauſe he ſuſtained two diſtinct characters, a 


= © father, and a ſoldier for inſtance. The attentive 
reader ſees, that /abe/l;ian;ſm would make our Lord to 


2 © Travis's laborious diſſertation, I may now take for 


— 
—— 
5 


low often is it ſaid, the Father ſent the Son? Every 
time it is ſaid ſo, we are aſſured that the Father and 


Vn 
ne Ee IM 


me,” the Son are not the ſame: no matter though we can- 


ot fully explain in what ſenſe they are not the ſame, 
it is ſufficient. to confute ſabellianiſm, that in ſome ſenſe 
they are different. In John xiv. 16, 17. the three 
Ferſons are as much 1 as poſſible. The 


„ (fays he) pray the Father, and he ſhall give you an- 
es other Comforter z— the Spirit of truth,” John xiv. 4% 
16, 17. He does not promiſe to come to them in an- 
bother capacity, but that they ſhould enjoy another 
2 Comforter after his departure. This Comforter is diſ- 


Son, as to his Perſon; for he is ſaid to be another; 


© Our Lord tells the Jews, that it is written in their 


: © | « one, ſays he, that bear witneſs of myſelf, and the 


> reaſon in this inconcluſive manner. In the well- 
4 known paſſage of St. John's Epiſtle concerning the 
= © three witneſſes in heaven, which ſince the Rev. Mr. 


granted to be genuine and authentic, there are Three 
chat bear record which demonſtrates their perſonality. 


4 by —— = een 
8 _— £7 pn 3 w_ ads 4 + 5 
_— » > won WI 27 - abner 4H "I — om - . 
we 5 ow 72 as Lars 3 
< E a. a. * 2 n » 


by 3 * 2 — 8 
— 2 "I © 


* * * A 4 = G S 3 
i im Rae 6 eg, r — 3 *. . 
E ; — 

$ — 5 « iS 


— 
3 
1 
—— 


+ x 2 . 7 
FS SES. of * 3 


n . 
b - Kats. ih tid a i» a Wo 
4s ” WW ____ * 
rens 
þ Ko — « „ 
©. 5 * "x — * — 
* 1 8 _ 


« Son 


1 

$2 B46 
N 
Wr 

: ms 
LIES 6: if 
IE" 
M 7 
i 


D 
nn 


Son who prays the Father, is not the fame as the 
Father, and the Spirit of truth muſt be diſtinct from 


FL 


© both,*”* I would alſo obſerve, that a trinity of per- 


ſons cannot be more fully expreſſed, nor their offices 
more diſtinctly ſtated than by the apoſtle Epheſ. ii. 18, 
For through him (viz. Chriſt) we both have acceſs by | 
one ſpirit unto the Father, Where Chriſt is not the 
Father, but the way of acceſs to him, and the Spirit 
our guide into this way. At our Lord's baptiſm, te 
$ diſtinction of the three perſons, it is obvious to obſerve FX 


* was clearly evinced; and it is the great buſineſs of a 9 


real chriſtian to imprint on his mind the diſtinct offices 


of each in the work of ſalvation, that he may worſhip, | 


obligations to each. f? 


© depend on, and praiſe each, and feel aright his diſtinct 7 


That the Lord Jeſus is a diſtin& perſon from the PX 
Father, appears almoſt in every paſſage of ſcripture FR 


where the Father and the Son are ſpoken of; but in no- | 
one more than in that notable paſſage in the Epiſtle to 


the Hebrews, chap. i. 3. V ho being the brightneſs of his 2 
Clem, and the expreſs imaget of his perſon. All which BY 


4 *+ Theological Miſcellany for Nov. 1728. Clericus's Letter to Ti 
the Editor. „ | | 6 1 
1 The kearned do not all of them admit the tranſlation of this 


paſſage as it ſtands in our Engliſh Bible. Yet I think after all, 


what they offer may rather be termed an elucidation than an amend- ÞY 


ment, (at leaſt it is in my idea) and it gives unſpeakable plcaſure BY 


to find them all agree in their explications, or tranſlations. 


The Rev. Mr. Cadogan renders the words, © The effulgence af 1 


© his glory, and the character of his ſubſtance; and ſubjoins tie 
following note : © Heb. i. 3. Anrauyaoua vg Tong xou xa . 
rug UTOFaTEwT AvTE.—l have kept as cloſely to the original ÞM 
words as I could, becauſe they are moſt emphatical.—xapari 


* minutely and exactly repreſented than by its impreſſion on war 
© or metal. Juſt ſo is the divinity repreſented in the perſon of 
God manifeſt in the fleſh,” 
death of Mrs. Talbot. 7 


Freater 
1 od, th; 
© fignifies the repreſentation of a thing by © impreſſion,” and is — 
* therefore a moſt emphatical word, fince nothing can be mas N = 
LEY Ora ule 
90. 1 
See his Funeral Sermon on the atue th, 

: eee pe 


: 


=» Fa | 


; the 'Z could not have been predicated of him had he been mere 


3 
1 


from man, nor can it be affirmed of his humanity. To aſcribe 


per- FT divine perfections, ſuch as omnipotence, infinite wife 


ffices dom, eternity of exiſtence, fore-knowlcdge, yea omniſ- 
18. cieney to merely human nature is an act of great impiety. 


IS 


t the The Rev. Mr. Benjamin Keach in his Book af Scripture Metas 


Spirit EZ phors, has the following beautiful remarks upon the paſſage, 


a, the 
oſerve PERI | e WAY 
ah *Z<RACTER is a metaphor taken from the image, figure, or im- 
s of 2 preſſion of a ſeal, repreſenting the proto- tyye, or firſt pattern it- 
offices ſelf in every thing. Bulinger in his comment, ſays, as the feal is 


rſhip e moſt properly expreſſed in the wax, ſo the ſubſiſtency of the 
iſtin Q . Father moſt properly ſhines forth in Chriſt. e (rhich 


comes from xaoaTley, inſculpere, to engrave) in this place does 


n the „ ſelf. The Father has, as it were, moſt indelibly engraven, his 


ipture whole eſſence and majeſty _ his Eternal Son, and has drawn 


t in no “his own eſfigies upon him from everlaſting, being his ſubſtantial 


iſtle to! image, and exact repreſentation, which explication fairly agrees 
with this myſtery, leading our minds to ſuch diſcoveries as will 


of his © ſtir us up to defire- the gracious e gene of its fruit and 


Which 5 efficacy. For it opens the ſecret of eternal generation, and ſhews 


us the love of the heavenly Father. Bay ; 
Letter to The Rev. Mr. James Hervey in his ſeventh Letter, Aſſpaſio to 
Theron, makes the following remark in a note at the bottom of the 
of this page. | | Eg | 5 
after all, 
amend. In other objects we have only ſome obſcure footſteps, or dim traces 
pleafure g of one or two divine perfections; here we have the whole glory of 


the GODHEAD. Nay here we have the very brightneſs of tb 


gence of EZ FATHER's glory; or, all the uncreated excellencies beam forth 
joins the with adequate, that is, with ineffable and infinite ſplendor,* _ 

, There is no paſſage in all the New Teſtament which affords 
original Freater proof of the divinity, and diſtin& perſonality of the Son of 
apart Pod, than this before us; whether we take the common tranſlation, 
» and is pr thoſe juſt mentioned which are neareſt the original, Man is ſaid 
be more e be made in the image of God, but not his expreſs image. The. 


1 on wat ord uſed by the apoſtle upon this occaſion is eixch, an image, or 


perſon 1 Ney, 1 Cor. xi. 7. and 2 Cor. iv. 4. Every one knows that ſuch a 
2n on the atue though executed by the beſt artift, can be but a faint likeneſs 

| - et the perſon it is intended to repreſent ; there may be ſome ſemblance 
Tube 5 | 5 of 


- 
3 


leb. i. 3. Xaparthp vj] g actws auvts, the character of his | 
= * ſubſtance, is an appellation given to Chriſt. The term CHA - 


ot ſo much reſpe& the image, or impreſſion taken, as the ſeal it- 


Therefore Chriſt is called, QT CUYRT UC rns doëEng, Heb. . 3. 
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is moſt emphatically expreſſed by the prophet Micah, 


city where he ſhould be born; the meanneſs of it, 
little among the thouſand of Fudah, but which would be 


goings forth have been from everlaſting (or eternity.) 


verſe to have lied to the Holy Ghoſt; and in the fourth = 
be lied not to men, but to God. In Heb. ix. 14. He is 
of the features, and ſome proportion in the ſize ; but it wants the 
that as Mr. Hervey ſays, there is but ſome obſcure footſteps, or 
dim traces of one or two divine perfections, diſcoverable in man, (as 


in the image of God.) But in Chriſt, who is the brightneſs (or 
perſon, (or the character of his ſubſtance) we behold the whole 


ines in the ſame uncreated, unſpeakable glory with the Father, 


ſhall ſtill have further light into the ſubject. For the law having 
a ſhadow of good things to come, and not the very image of the 


fections of God are to be ſeen! 


3 1 
The eternity, or eternal exiſtence of the Son of God 
chap. v. 2. He is particularly, and circumſtantially fore- 
telling the coming of Chriſt to a loſt guilty world. The 


in cr, 


"= . 1 
princi 


3 


rendered famous by the birth of Immanuel. And that 
no one might ſuppoſe he was to have his beginning in 
Bethlehem, he uſhers in the following ſentence, 2000 


Having before ſaid ſomething concerning the diſtin& | 
perſonalty of the Holy Ghoſt, it only remains that he is |? 
proved to be a divine perſon. He is expresſly ſaid to 
be God in Acts v. 3, 4. Ananias is faid in the third 


the apoſtle tells him, that in lying to the Holy Ghoſt, 


principal parts; life, underitanding, knowledge, affections, &c. ſo 


effulgence) of his Father's glory, and the expreſs image of his 


glory of the GODHEAD; all the uncreated excellencies beam 


forth with ineffable ſplendour; yea, he is in ſuch a ſenſe the image pet exp 


of God, as a ſon is or can be the image of his Father. — He is of the hethe 


ſame individual nature, has the ſame attributes, and perfections, and 


Add to this what the apoſtle ſays concerning the law, and we 


66 things,” Heb. x. 1. o QUUTYY TYV ELKOVG, not the image tſelf, 
All the ſacrifices under the law, had ſome faint adumbration of 
Chriſt's atonement in them; but theſe were not the true thing itſelf 
becauſe infinitely beneath it: ſo in the creation of man ſome ob- 
{cure traces of the image of GOD were to be diſcovered, but not 
the image itſelf; but in the perſon cf Jeſus Chriſt, the Son of God, 
the true image, or the image itſelf; the whole glory, and per- 


called 
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cah, 
ore- 
The 
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called the Eternal Spirit, which he could not be, was he 


f it, 
d be 


ig in 
vhiſe 
tint 
he is 


1d to 
third 


WE} 


not a divine perſon, and equal with the Father and Son, 


preparing the body of Chriſt in the virgin's womb, 


Luke i. 35. Heb. x. 5. SanQifying, or regenerating, 


that the children of God. Rom. xv. 16. 1 Cor. ii 9—14. 


And divine worſhip is paid to him with the Father and 
Son; as may be ſeen, Matt. xxviii. 19. 2 Cor. xiii. 14. 


3 tory evidence of the divinity of the Holy Ghoſt. 


ourth 


He is 


nts the 
&c. ſo 
eps, or 
an, (as 
eſs (or 
of his 
> whole 
s beam 
e 1mage 
s of the 
ons, and 
ather. 
and we 
7 having 
ge of the 
ge itſelf. 
ration of 
ing itſelf 
ome ob- 
but not 
of God, 
and per: 


called F 


* nerally aſſerted that there are three divine perſons, each 


ſhowed us by what rule, this idea, which you ſa 


Juſtification without works. And ſome there are who 
re firmly attached to the doQrine of the trinity, and 


Jet explode the idea of juſtification by faith, ſo that 
Phether the idea of juſtification without works, be a 


{rue idea (as I believe it is) or a miſtaken one, you have 


2 
— 
oe 


Enntarians only; as the neceſſary conſequence of their 
Embracing ſuch principles. 4 ö 


4 All the writers upon the ſubject I am acquainted in 


ny meaſure with, are unanimous in aſſerting the doc- 
Ene of the trinity to be pure revelation, not to be diſ- 
vered by the light of nature. That it was revealed 
+ Adam in his ſtate of innocence, read if you pleaſe 
4 octors Gill, Witſius, Ridgley, Owen, Erſkine, &c. 
+. "= WA 


3 from whom he proceeds, We find him alſo engaged 
Fin creating the world. Pfal. xxxiii, 6. And alſo the 
[2 principal Agent in the new creation, ſuch as forming or 


I now come to anſwer another objection brought to 
trinitarians which appears on pages 22, 23. It is ge- 


| 3 whereof is Cod and Lord. Hence ariſes that miſtaken 
hoſt, idea of man's juſtification without any works,” I wiſh, 
Sir, you had explained yourſelf upon this point, and 
owed u yn 
miſtake, is a neceſſary conſequence of believing the doc- 
trine of a trinity of perſons in IEHOVAH. I know 
there are perſons in the religious world, who deny the 
| Loctrine of the trinity, and yet believe the doctrine of 


gone neither charitably, nor honeſtly to palm it upon 


From all which arguments we have the moſt ſatisfac= 


who all agree, that the doctrine is entirely a matter of | 
_ curiouſly into it. There being no ſimilitude among all 
the creatures, that has the remoteſt reſemblance to this FR 
| adorable myſtery of the three-one GOD. And by PR 
imaginations, and their fooliſh minds have been dark- | 
ened. Rom. i. 21——26. N 1 
ſubſiſting in JEHovan. And the atonement of Chrit Þ 4 
for the ſins of his people, and his obedience unto death! 
| Jehovah's ſo exiſting. If the ſtate of things are to be 
them ſtand thus, If the doctrine of the trinity is true] 
man is neceſſarily a fallen creature, and muſt be ſaved Þ* 
by faith in Chriſt. If the doctrine of unitarians is true, 
GOD by his own works; and muſt ſo do in order ou 
his eternal felicity, contrary to what the apoſtle ſays g 
Rom. iii. 20. Gal. iii. 11, For my own part I can 


_ diſcover no neceſſary connexion the doctrine of the tri 


_ Juſtification to eternal life, flows down to the children 


© the myſtery, their aſſent will ſoon be determined,” Hervey up 


„ leave to obſerve, chat I would have the judicious reader 
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N 
| 200 nd 
faith, that it becomes us to adore it, without pryins ! 


making, compariſons* men have become vain in their 


1 might with equal propriety aſſert, that the incarna- 2 a 
tion of the Son of God, ariſes from a trinity in unity] I. ” 


for their juſtification, were neceſſary conſequences of Þþ-; 


ſettled upon this kind of argumentation, we ſhall find Þ & 


man is neceſſarily capable to juſtify himſelf before Þ 1 


Icom pa 
. 2 : g c . 7 leſs by 
nity has with the doctrine of juſtification by faith. 1 


5 1.2 : 
R 1 oo | 
* Ing C 


W's the 
a ediator, 
Pe hi 
Meir accou 
aerſtand 


* own it is no wonder, that we ſhould be ſomewhat ſtaggered 
at this myſterious truth; eſpecially if we indulge a wanton curio- 
« ſity, and inquire after the guomodeity of the doctrine; if nothing 
© will content our buſy minds, but a clear comprehenſion of ti dert 
© particular, they will never be brought to acquieſce in this artic nis, tl 
c But if they dare venture to believe the expreſs declarations of in, 7 0 
. the 
> Man g 
bim. 
4 ed, and 
re indeb 


y 
* 


finite wiſdom, and wait till a future ſtate for a full evolution d 


the Trin. 


to underſtand, that by what J have obſerved in this place, that 14 
not ſuppoſe the doctrinę of the trinity has no connexion with (i 
doctrine of juſtification alone by faith in Chriſt, There appe2!s* 


itriklg 


| E 


r of And his obedience and death for them were in conſe- 


* 


ying F 

2 all them even when they were ſinners. Rom. v. 8. 
this TI ſhall endeavour in as conciſe a manner as I poſſibly 
d by; can to anſwer the reſt of your Book, which appears to 
their ane to be as contrary to revelation and the ſcriptures of 


% 


dark- truth, as it can be; and which appears to be founded 


upon the following objections. 
NS 5 N 


unity] I. That the fin of our firſt parents is not imputed to 


Chriſt their poſterity. Page 29. 
death! 
des of made to man contrary to the decalogue. Page 23. 
to be! 
II find 0 

is true F evitable reprobation.“ Page 31. 
> ſaved ) 

is true, 


before Þ'Que to man for ſin. Page 29. 
der to 


— 


the tri - 
faith. 
children | ing connexion in the economy of ſalvation as the Father 
0 ing the Son, the Son coming in the character of a Saviour, a 
ſtaggered + ediator, &c. and doing the work aſſigned him; the Father ac- 
ton curo- e him as his people's ſurety, and the work he finiſhed on 
if nothing r account; and the Holy Ghoſt applying this ſalvation to the 
on of ths derſtandings and hearts of the children of God. All that I 
his artice an is, that the doctrine of juſtification by faith in Chriſt, or by 
ons of is- works of the law, have no i7:mediate connexion with the doc- 


els by the imputation of Adam's guilt, Page 33. 


olution de of the trinity, as appears by the two covènants. Under the 


ervey upon Wl es an was to do and live, and a triune God would have juſti- 
£5 Fu 2 4 Under the ſecond, he is 29 believe the goſpel and be 
dus read 4 mY the ſame God will juſtify, and receive him, The pub- 
, that l © lebted to a worthy friend, who ſuggeſted this hint to me. 
n with 1 | TE | a | 
rappen . I. In 


(triking 


ot God becauſe Jeſus obeyed the law, and died for them. 


quence of his becoming ſurety for them, and loving 


II. That there never was any revealed will of God, 


III. That the Lord did not make a ſovereign choice 
df his people, which you call © partial election, and in- 


IV. That the Son's ſatisfaction, i. e. the death of 
ECThriſt is not ſufficient to appeaſe the wrath of God, 


V. That according to the calviniſtic notions of the 
le ſays, grace of God, given and operating upon the ſoul © we 
t I can compare men to mere logs, or. ſtatues, totally help- 


T proceeded from corrupt polluted parents; I am the | 


za tree muſt be good e'er its fruit can be ſo, 


who were dead in treſpaſſes and fins ; —and were by natur 4 
| the children of wrath. You who are now of the viſible Þ* 


of Chriſt, are converted to God, and the faith of ſeſus 
Chriſt, were dead in treſpaſſes and ius; ye who have Erenth 


wrath. If it ſhould be objected the Epheſians were 0 


faith, and the worſhip of the living GOD, and a lite 
time paſt were all groſs idolaters, and had no true id 
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1. That the Vn of our firft parents is mit imputed 1 
their poſterity.” aur 

1 

It muſt be acknowledged that enlviniſic trinitarians | 
3 do unanimouſly. believe it is, though certain the doc. | 
trine will never meet with the approbation of the carnal * 


world; but that they believe it is, is not merely out of 
oppoſition to the world, but becauſe ſcripture and ex. + 
perience inform them of the truth of it; and the whol 


ſaints both of the Old and New Teſtaments have Þ 1 diene 


maintained the doctrine contained in it. 75 
91 ſeriptures contain this doctrine. Behold I war 12 
Fug in iniquity, and in fin did my mother conceive me, 1 | 
Pfal. li. 5. Original guilt cannot be more fully ex- pre n 
preſſed than in theſe words, I was ſhapen in iniquity; Þ5 


natural offspring of a degenerate woman ; I am a branch Þ 
of an evil tree, therefore I cannot be otherwiſe mylelf; Þ 


There is a ſtriking paſſage, Epheſ. ii. 1, 3. And ** | 


church of GOD, are quickened by the grace and ſpiri f 
( * hoſt 2 


now an hope of heaven, of 22 felicity, have this itßh 1, 
hope merely by grace, ver. 7, 8. for by nature ye wer: firit ag 
children of wrath ; expoſed to Le for fin, having Ne other 
ſinned againſt (od: 4 in your firſt parents, and by yout 0 Fal. v. 
own tranſgreſſions. For without fin there could be n wks wh 
nin 
eſteemed, becauſe they had been lately converted to the 1 foe 
t let m 
God j 10 
of the ever bleſſed GOD: I anſwer ; It appears the ine gra 
were dead by nature, and not merely ſo by practice There 
nothing but their ingraftiture into Chriſt had dulce Nich eve 
them ſo that they had become fruitful, ver. 5, b * 7 ! 
John xv. 1——7. Ti 


. „ 


The ſeriptures not only declare we are ſo, but by ar- 


ians the doctrine, wherefore as by ene man ſin entered into 


doc- [the world, and death by fin and ſo death paſſed upon al! 


arnal WR men for-that all have ſinned, Rom. v. 12, If any perſon 


at of will be at the pains to read carefully from this place, to 


] ex- the end of the chapter, he ſhall ſee that the apoſtle's 


| the whole drift, is to prove our ruin by the ſin, or diſobe- 


have Þ dience of one man; and our recovery to God, the en- 

Joyment of his favour alone by Jeſus Chriſt, ver. 15. 
I was Vor if through the offence of one many be dead, ver, 16. 
ve me, (i 
ly ex- 
quity ; 4 
im the 
branch 
nylelt; 


ne man's ove death reigned by one, ver, 18. There- 
fore as by the 


Ind v 
y natur! We 
e viſible Þ 


Cor. xv. 22. 


ad ſpirit ever be well learned but by experience. The Holy 
of Jeſus hoſt alone can give us to underſtand the apoſtle in the 
ho have venth of Rom. ben I would do good evil is 2 
ave thi th ne. The fleſh luſteth againſt the ſpirit, and the 
ye were rit againſi the fleſh, and theſe are contrary the one to 
„ having ge other, ſo that ye cannot do the things that ye would, 
| by yout al. v. 17. This language of the apoſtle, among 
114 be nooſe who call themſelves chriſtians, and who are for 


s were bening the goſpel by rules of logic, and philoſophy 


ed to %% /o called, is deemed whining, and hypocritical cant. 
nd a lit! Wt let men deem it what they pleaſe, the whole Book 
true 14:5 God is full of it, and happy the man who through _ 
ears thef me grace experiences the plague of his own heart. 


practice: bere is alſo an experience of another kind, and 
quicken WWich every man is acquainted with; the diſorders and 
er. 5: % % of the infant-race. How frequently do we ſee 

T . & 0 children 


gumentation prove how we are ſo; and thereby confirm 


he judgment was by one to condemnation, ver. 17. By 


offence of one judgment came upon all men 
Jo condemnation, ver. 19. For by one man's diſobedience 
any were made ſinners. And that we may not miſ- 
ke his meaning, and wrongly interpret his words he 
informs us, this man, by whom and in whom all 
Have ſinned, was Adam the firſt. In Adam all died. 


Experience likewiſe teaches this doctrine, and it can 


children of a day, a week, a month, or a year, before | 3 | 
they have arrived to the knowledge of good or evil, ora | 


Capacity to do either, plunged into grieyous affe 5 
and become a prey to death. 


the tender parents ſympathize with their child, and with q 
anxiety ſeek its relief; implore heaven to rebuke the 
diſorder, and ſpare their offspring; yet amidſt all their“ I 8. 


Z * 
. ⁵— As. 


anxieties, payers and tears, behold their little one fall | 
a prey to death | We cannot, Sir, be witneſſes of ſuch Þ chat 
demonſtrations of the conſequences of ſin; while in thef : 9. 
enjoyment of reaſon and revelation, and deny the im. 
putation of the firſt tranſgreſſion. 4 10 


him and all his poſterity under fo great a curſe; to ſuc | 


— to abſtain, and for which man deſpiſed the promiſe « 1 
the covenant, makes his tranſgreſſion of it the moe? 
© heinous, as may be illuſtrated in the . © out 


s that fin (viz. Adam's) as divines generally dbl 


- Book I. chap. viii. 


Adam broke all the ten commands, as 


the devil. 


"a 


&' 


90-3 } 


4 
ſet | 
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And before they hae and 
Z whit 


the faculty of ſpeech, expreſs their pain in their features, 
and the anguiſh of their hearts by their ſighs ! The : Ks. 
= 7. 
he c 


Lade 


1 lese 


If it ſhould be objected that the allnae of Adam in 2 
partaking of the prohibited tree, ſeems but ſmall to bring 


8. 


an objection the excellent Wiiſius ſhall reply. The, I 
< meaner the thing is, from which GOD commandei more 


+ pot 
© niſhi 
"of A 
For 
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© no 
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Eſau, which was ſo much the greater, as the meſs wa 
© of ſo little value for which he ſold his birth- right. 1 


© there was a complication of many crimes.” Col 4 


Doctor Lightfoot was of opinion, that the firſt af 
ſhon was a very great ſin: for he ſays, at one 1 


1. He choſe himſelf another GOD when he on 


2 He idolized, and deified, his own belly, as th 4 
apoſtle's phraſe is, he made his belly his GOD. + | 

3. He took the name of God in vain when he by k | 
lieved him not, 35 


bK } 


before | | 4 He kept not the reſt and eſtate wherein God had 


1, ora | fet him. 


gions BR 5. He diſhonoured his Father which was in heaven, 
= 


„ bae] and therefore his days were not prolonged in that land, 
ature; which the Lord his God had given him. 
| The 6. He maſſacred himſelf and all his poſterity. 


4 win | 7. From Eve he was a virgin, but in eyes and mind 


ke the. he committed ſpiritual fornication. 


Uther! 8. He ſtole (like Achan) that which GOD had ſet 
ne fall | aſide not to be meddled with; and this his ſtealth is 


of ſuch! that which troubles all Iſrael, the whole world. 


e in the | 9. He bare falſe witneſs againſt GOD when he be- 


the im- 1 heved the witneſs of the devil above Him. 


dam u] which coſt him his life, and all his progeny.” 
to bring 
to ſuch tration, and I confeſs it wears the colour of divine truth. 


* 


«Th # I ſhall only ſubjoin in defence of this doctrine one 


mandel] more argument, and which I find in the learned MWitſius 
omiſe oi bb quoted. His- words are theſe: © It cannot be 


he mon . explained, conſiſtently with divine juſtice, how with- f 


zeneſs df © out a crime, death ſhould have paſſed upon Adam's 
neſs ws |: poſterity, unleſs perhaps it can be ſaid, that the pu- 
ight. iſ. : 
obſer E 
Cop? 


„of Adam; but to ſay this is in every reſpect falſe, 
For it is impious to judge fo of the juſtice of God, as 


rſt ui innocent with the guilty. The guilt therefore is evi- 


ef 


R ſhews a partaking in guilt; that human 
| © miſery is not the appointment of the Creator, but the 
|. © retribution of the Judge. If therefore, through Adam, 
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fool 


in Adam.“ Econ. Cov. B. J. chap. Ville - .- 


| | 1. That there never was any revealed will of God 
®. made to man contrary to the decalogue, | 
F 2 I am 


10. He coveted an evil covetouſneſs, like Amnon 


This, Sir, muſt be allowed to be an ingenious iuf- 1 


| 6 Mora any and not the guilt, paſſed on the poſterity | 


if he would, contrary to his own law, condemn the 


© dent where the puniſhment is ſo; and a partaking in 


all are obnoxious to puniſhment, all muſt have ſinned 
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Il am decidedly of the ſame perſuaſion. Mortal man 


1 
88 contradict himſelf; not ſo the bleſſed unchangeable 
GOD. The word he hath ſpoken ſtands faſt for ever 
and ever. But poſſibly, Sir, you may think the ideas 
calviniſts have formed of the goſpel are very contrary to 
the nature and righteouſneſs of the law. It is true 
man. conſidered as under the law, as a covenant of 


works, is enjoined perfect obedience in order to his 


everlaſting happineſs. Conſidered under the goſpel, as 
an object of mercy ! Having his ſins blotted out, and 
his iniquities covered! But all this is done for kim b 
means of a Surety, Jeſus Chriſt, who obeyed the lay, 
fulfilled every precept, and underwent the penalty, 


The law ſtrictly enjoins perfect obedience, ſtrenuouſ]y 


demands complete righteouſneſs, and without diſcrimi- 
nation curſes every offender. But though theſe are its 
requirements and ſeverities, it ſays nothing againſt a 
Ourety : and therefore, when God provided one he did 
nothing againſt the law. When he revealed Jeſus 
Chriſt in his goſpel, he revealed nothing contrary to it. 


And while the Lord provided in the goſpel ſor the hap- 1 


pineſs of his people, he provided alſo for the honour ot 
his law; he ſhall magnify the law and make it honourale! 
Never could there have been ſuch honour done to law 
and juſtice, as was done to them, by the God-mar's 
obedience to the former, and ſufferings to the latter. 
Thus Jehovah has made a glorious diſplay of his rigl- 
teouſneſs, while he has magnified his mercy. 
All who are good are pleaſed with this new way to 
© heaven. 1. The juſtice of God is pleaſed with it.— 
© The juſtice of God never got ſuch ſatisfaction as by 
© the blood of Chriſt. Blinded ſinners think to appeal 
the juſtice of God, and to atone it by their own I 


© doings; but the juſtice of God never got a ſatisfaction 12 


© but by the ſhedding of this blood. 2. The law 1s 
© ſaisfied and pleaſed with this way to heaven. I do 


© not ſay the law of God tells us the way to heaven, it F 
| | : Ss e | 15 
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eis the goſpel only that reveals this; but when the law 
X « ſees the way to heaven revealed in the goſpel it hath 
= «© nothing to fay againſt it. The righteouſneſs of God 
= © without the law is manifeſted, being witneſſed by the 
"2 © Jaw and the prophets, Rom. iii. 21. 
nt of [2 © frroy the law by this way. Do we then make void 
1 1 XZ © the law through faith? God forbid, yea we eſtabliſh 
2 ec the law, Rom. iii. 31. God's law never got ſo much 
2 10 «© honour in this world, and never will get ſo much # 
» ® F< honour in the next world, as it did by ſhedding the 
; < blood of Jeſus Chriſt. When the law ſheds the blood 
*=< of a ſinner it gets ſome glory; but how ſmall is that 
of 2 © honour which ariſes to the law from the deſtruction 
trim. of a criminal? Aye, but when God's own Son comes 
co offer to the law the blood of God, what a dignity 


eable 
ever 
ideas 
ry to 
true 


m by 
e law, 
nalty. 


crimi- 


ooh 4 is this to the law? That the law has this as it were to 
record, I have not only ſent multitudes of ſinners to hell 9 
hut I puniſhed God's or Son in man's nature; he ful- © 


110ſt 4 


he did ol 
of clus 2 © filled all the righteouſneſs that I demanded, and performed 
| 0 ne all the obedience that I craved. 3. This new way to 
W l heaven is pleaſing to all the bleſſed THREE, to 
= FATHER, SON, and SPIRIT.®> © LET: 


Our ot 
able! 


to law the ſprinkling of the blood of Jeſus; for it was his 
bdoyn contrivance, it was his own act, his own pleaſure: 
it is called the pleaſure of JEHOV AH, Iſa. liii. 10. 
It pleaſed the Lord to bruiſe him, and the pleaſure of 
way to the Lord fhall proſper in his hand. Our bleſſed Lord 
1 =* himſelf was pleaſed with it, it was his delight; he died 

\ 28 by cheerfully and willingly ; this lay at his heart: Sacri- 
appeaſe ce and offering thou didſi not defire, burnt-offering and 1 
3 75 . ſm-offering thou haſt not required; then faid 1, %%% F Ri 
come e in the volume of thy book it is written of me, I 1 

'lwis delight to do thy will, O my God yea thy law is within | 
| h heart, Pfal. xl. 6, 7. Heb. x. 8, 9. The Holy 
Ghoſt is alſo well-pleaſed with it; for he ſanRified |! 
him, and witneſſed to him at his death, but more 


man's 
latter, 
is righ- 
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© The Father is pleaſed with this way of ſalvation by 9 


© eſpecially 


= . 

© eſpecially at his reſurrection. 4. We may go on fur- 
© ther, all the angels in heaven are mightily pleaſed with 
© this new way of ſalvation ; though it is not the way 
© of their ſalvation : they pry into it, and give praiſe for 
© it. 1 Pet. i. 12. The ſufferings of Chriſt, and the 
© glory that ſhall follow are things that the angels deſire 
© to look into. And they praiſe in heaven on this ac- 
© count, Rev. v. 11, 12. 5. All the glorified ſaints in 
© heaven are pleaſed with this way to heaven, by the | M4 
© ſprinkling of the blood of Chriſt ; and of this there is 
© no doubt, for their eyerlaſting praiſe proceeds on this 
© account, Rev. v. 9. They ſung a new ſong, ſaying, | 
© Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open ile 
© ſeals thereof: for thou wat ſlain, and haſt redeemed us 
© to God by thy blood, out of every kindred, and tongue, FG 
© and people, and nation. 6. This way of ſalvation is? 
© pleaſing to all believers that are on the face of the FR 
earth. To be ſaved, to come to heaven, by the 
© ſprinkling of the blood of Jeſus, is pleaſing to every | 
© behever ; yea it is their being heartily pleaſed with it FF 
© that makes them believers ; for believing /ands ina: 
„ heart-ſatisfa&tion with the ſprinkled blood of Jeſus. .. 
U Put are there none who are diſpleaſed with this way | 
OO © of ſalvation ? Yes there are; and their being diſplealed 
© with it is the praiſe of it. All the devils are bitter) | 
„ diſpleaſed with this ſprinkling of the blood of Chit 
© upon ſinners; for they know they have no ſhare in it! 
© the greateſt enmity that the devil hath is againſt Jeſus 
© Chriſt as a Saviour. All the damned in hell are dib. 
hn © pleaſed at this; for they are paſt all hopes of benefit] It is 
MI. © thereby. And all unbelievers on earth are diſpleaſeÞMorekn 
"1-18 So that thai 
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fut- , III. That the Lord did not make a ſovereign choice of 
with Vis people which you call © partial election, and inevitable 
Way © reprobation.” To e 
fe for 1 muſt acknowledge, Sir, I do not think myſelf capa- 
d the ble of anſwering critically upon this part of the ſubject. 
defire PR Theſe are ſome of the very deep things of GOD! 
is ac- Things which ſhould be ſpoken of with great caution, 
nts in fear, and reverence. I pray God you and I may be 
dy the FF found intereſted in that election, called by the apoſtle 
here is {the megan of grace 7 88 
In this FR Election and reprobation are both to be found in the 
ſaying, FRſatred oracles ; are both conſonant with the doctrines of 
en the grace. It behoves mortal man to be ſilent when GOD 
med u peaks, to hearken, but not to reply againſt Him. How 
tongue, awful the thought to be found fighting againſt God! 
ation is Election has its riſe in the everlaſting love of GOD, 
of the I have loved thee with an everlaſling love, Jer. xxxi. 3. 
by the This truth is every way conſolatory to the children of 
o every | God when called by grace; who experience the great 
with it Fdepravity of the human heart; the deceitfulneſs of fin ; 
nds ina] the cunning of their adverſary the devil: to be aſſured 
eſus. 


py the lip of unerring truth itſelf, that all the enemies 


his way 
iſpleaſed 
> bitter|) 


f Y hat beſet them, the corruptions of the fleſh, the world, 
and the devil, ſhall not overcome them; but through 
the grace of God who loved them they ſhall be more 


f Chrit] than conquerors over them. For nothing in earth, in 

re in it: Fell, or heaven, Hall ſeparate them from this everlaſting 

aſt Jeſus Hove of God to them! Rom. viii. 33— 5 LS 
are di- Election is from everlaſting in the purpoſe of GOD, 
f benefit it is from his predetermination of all things that his 
liſpleaſelf foreknowledge ariſes : for how could all things be cer- 
that thinly known by him, if any of them could poſſibly be 
and ogg Itherwiſe.—Hence the apoſtle ſays, Known unto GOD 

vers here Fre all his works from the beginning of the world, Acts 
Sermon Pay. 18. and He worketh all things after the counſel of his 
| on will, Epheſ. i. 11. And the Lord himſelf informs 
, His counſel ſhall and, and he will do all his pleaſure, 
II. Tr - 2" 


= x * "7% . 


: 
wo 


1 


ta. ahi.” 10, Accordingly we find the wat ſaying, A 


God hath choſen the ſaints from the beginning, 2 Thel. 
ii. 13. And that, He hath choſen us from the foundation 
of the world, Epheſ. i. 4. 1 Pet. i. 2. And herein we 
fay no more than the reformers of the church of Eng- 
land have faid; © Predeſtination to life is the everlaſting 
< purpoſe of God, whereby (before the foundations of 
© the world were Jaid) he hath conſtantly decreed by his 


© tion, thoſe whom he hath choſen—out of mankind, 
v and to bring them—to everlaſting ſalvation, as veſlels 
made to honour.* Art. xvii. Church of England. 


ehiſm expreſs the fame thing. Queſt. xii. hat are 
© the decrees of God? Anſw. God's decrees are the wiſe, 
© free, and holy acts of the counſel of his will; whereby, 


8 eſpecial] concerning angels and men.” 


This election is in Chriſt, who is the Head if. grace | 27 holy 
2 ry: 


Tor u 
uno pooe 
we ſhou 
Behold my Erne whom 7 uphold, mine elect in when 12 Ki 2 
= Know 
* Fer our 
*% power 
1 Ye "I 
ordained 
| qa: your 


to his people. The Father's choice was firſt upon him. 

T have exalted one choſen out of the people. Pſ. Ixxxix. 19, 
| 4 have Hund David (i. e. Chriſt) * ſervant. Ibid, 
V. 20. | 


my ſoul delighteth. Iſa. xlii. 2. Matt. x11. 18. 

And now comes the choice of his people in Chriſt. 
Bleſſed with all ſpiritual bleſſings in Chrift, Ephel. i. 3. 
Choſen i in him before the foundation of t the world, Ibid, 

Ver. 4. 

Chriſt and they : are one, as many members make one 
body. 
So we being many are one body IN CHRIST: 

Rom. . 


bones. Epheſ. v. 30. 
Cbriſt is expreſs ly ſaid to be the head. 
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For we are members of his 2 of bis fe « and hi 2 
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2 © decre 
BS © curſe 
Chris 
«© counſel, ſecret to us, to deliver from curſe and damna- | * 
= ſaints ; 
the div; 


Elec 


But 1 


And the Weſtminſter Divines in their Jarger Cate- i bo are X 

Þ be egt 

| 2 

f I Ela 

< fr Father, 
om all eternity, he hath for his own glory unchange- bene 5 

* ably fore- ordained whatſoever comes to paſs in time; BY. Pe; 


Accor 


9 1 : 
Which is the head even Chriſt. Epheſ. iv. 15. 
And his people his body, „„ We 


"1 Liv. 12. | 
2 decreed by his counſel. ſecret to us, to deliver from 
* | © curſe and damnation thoſe whom he hath choſen in 
2 © Chrift, out of mankind.” Art. xvii, Church of England. 
* Election inſures faith, holineſs, and ſalvation to the 


the divine change takes place accordingly. 
But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, 
F - brethren, beloved of the Lord; becauſe God hath from 


— 
> 
1 
W 


iſe lion of the Spirit, and belief of the truth. 2 Theſ. ii. 13. 


e boly, Epheſ. i. 4. 


we ſhould walk in them. Ibid. ii. 10. 


tain ſalvation by our Lord Jeſus Chrift. 1 Theſ. v. 9. 
n | = Knowing brethren, beloved, your election of God. 
_ For our goſpel came not unto you in word only, but alſo 
Ibid Ii power, and in the Holy Ghaft, and in much aſſurance. 

s have not choſen me, but I have choſen you, and 


ordained you, that ye ſhould go and bring forth fruit, and 
1ST hat your fruit ſbould remain. John xv. 16. 
mY 5 To theſe truths agree our godly Reformers. Where- 
41 2 fore they, which be endued with fo excellent a benefit 
ef God (viz. election in Chriſt) be called according to 


© they 


Perfecting the ſaints, ——the body of Chrift. Epheſ. 


To this agree our Reformers: He hath conſtantly 


0 ſaints; to theſe ends they were choſen in Chriſt ; and 
) 


be beginning choſen you to ſalvation, through ſanftifica- 
Elec according to the fore-knowledge of God the 
Father, through ſanctification of the Spirit unto obe- 
1 dience, and ſprinkling of the blood of Feſus Chrift, 
According as he hath choſen us in him—that we ſhould 


10. For we are his workmanſhip, created in Chriſt Feſus % 
By unto good works, which God hath before ordained that ® 


L God's purpoſe by his Spirit working in due ſeaſon: 9 


Tur God bath not appointed vs to wrath, but to ob- 7 


: © $9 3 
© they through grace obey the calling: they be juſtified 
© freely : they be made ſons of God by adoption ; they 
© be made like the image of his only begotten Son Jeſus 
© Chriſt ; they walk religiouſly in good works; and at 
length, by God's mercy, attain to everlaſting felicity,” 
Art. xvii. Church of England. 
This is a ſcriptural repreſentation of the doctrine, 
And in this light it appears every way conſiſtent, and 
alſo beneficial to the ſouls of men; and is no way 
dreadful.in its conſequences. And is far from being a 
« damnable hereſy, and hydra-headed monſter,” as you 
pleaſe to call it, p. 30. I could with, Sir, you might 
be more cautious in expreſſing yourſelf for the future 
| unleſs you are certain yourſelt is infallible. _ 


But this doctrine is humbling, and debaſes the pride 
of men. It tends to keep the ſaints lowly, even when 
they enjoy the ſmiles of a reconciled God; through 


the knowledge of the truth, and are under the quicken- FRY 


ing influence of the Spirit, and experince ſome taſte of 
this eternal love. They remember nothing is owing to 
themſelves, their diligence, their humility ; but that the 
whole of their happineſs originates in God's love to 
them. Epheſ. i. 1—5. John xvii. 6—11. and xv. 16. 

As to reprobation, which you ſay is repreſented by 


ealviniſts as inevitable, I anſwer, if it is, it is the find 8 
the ſubject has made it ſo. The manner in which you, 
have repreſented this doctrine, is horrid and ſhocking 0 
the laſt degree: and is what every calviniſt abhors 


© The reſt of mankind,—are left by this irrevocable de 


© cree to be conſigned over to eternal torments,—by li5F 


| © (viz, GOD's) refuſing to give them the grace of falt 
Lor repentance, whereby the | 
| © ſaved; and leſt they ſhould, the Lord, in his hatre 
| © reprobates theſe poor helpleſs creatures, merely 10 0 
play bis jovereignty.” Page 31, 32. SO 
Such an opinion as this, is enough to ſhock the fee} 
ings of every ſenſible man, To fay that God rep! 
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7 bates any merely to diſplay his ſovereignty, is to repre- 
ſent the Almighty as delighting in cruelty, But the 
whole of this paragraph has been firſt hammered out 
upon the arminian anvil, and then laid at the doors of 


* forgery, it is an old impudent cavil againſt God's de- 
cerees, which every now and then has appeared in the 
pirofeſſing world for ſeveral centuries. You have the 


had; which is boldly and audaciouſly to make your 
2 opponent, in the ear of the public, ſay whatever you 
2 pleaſe; and then to recommend yourſelf, and free you 
from all ſuſpicion of injury, profeſs univerſal love and 


Ve 


practice of lying againſt men (as they think) for GOD; 


4 


3 oh 


principle. J SS rn 
& God reprobates no man becauſe he did not make 
choice of him, but becauſe he is a ſinner, Agreeable 
o this idea it is ſpoken of in the word of God, not 
merely to diſplay the ſovereignty of Gcd,' but to glo- 
rify the juſtice of God, which will puniſh fin where- 
ever it is found. I do not ſay there is nothing of 
ſovereignty* in this act of God in paſſing by ſome and 


ſentence of death, it is certainly a ſovereign gracious act in the 
king, to grant a pardon to any of them, becauſe he might paſs by 
Fall, and leave them to the juſt ſentence of the law for their of- 
= fences. It is likewiſe an act of ſovereignty to paſs by ſome of 


N £ 


* 


by nö chem, while he notices others. But they have no cauſe to com- 
of fal plain, nor can 7 ſay they are brought to ſuch a ſhameful, un- 


and be 
hatred 
10 tif 


ge ſeel 
repro  . 
hat) ” 


1 
4 


timely end, merely to diſplay the ſovereignty of their prince be- 
cauſe he denied hom An, (Bc that hay ſuffer 1 an act of 
Juſtice, and that their diſobedience is the only cauſe, ) ſuch an act 
being purel 

; Ire tormer 4 


tence of the law, and enjoy their lives and liberty. 


2 K 
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calviniſts. I will not give you, Sir, the honour of the 


ſame merit in it, which many of your predeceſſors have 


charity. If univerſal love and charity lead men into the 


leaving 


I pray God to be delivered ever from ſo pernicious a © 


% When report is made to his majeſty of the priſoners under 


negative, only leaving them where they were. While 
4 ave reaſon to be thankful, as it is wholly of mercyj; 
and not any thing owing to their merit, they eſcape the juſt ſen- 


1 


leaving them in their ſin, to the puniſhment it Werne I 
I it had pleaſed God he might have ſaved the whole ee 7017 


world, and if it had pleaſed him he might have left all 


heir eye 


in that miſerable ſtate he has left ſome. But he has E. » 
only left them where they brought themſelves by fin, r 7 ſata 
under the ſentence of the law, which is holy, juſt, and FR 44:4 } 
{ good, and not © merely to diſplay his ſovereignty,” but i given 
| to glorify his juſtice, they will according to this ſentence ] nto the; 
of the law, be baniſhed the preſence of the endl and Parables, 
the glory of his power. Piaring 
The ſcriptures I believe, Sir, ſay more upon this bey /hou 
very awful ſubject than any calviniſt ever ſaid. I Wii 


produce a few of them for your” 8 and the * $ la 
tisfaction. 


Mark iv 
7 oince 
Moves n 


The Lord hath made all things for hinſelf yea, e even 1 


Z 7 | omp] all 


the wicked for. the day of evil. Prov. xvi. iv. Fhemſely 
| For the ſeripture ait unto Pharaoh, Even for this Ewhat he 
| ſame purpoſe have I raiſed thee up, that 7 might ſhow my Frhat the 
| power in thee, and that my name might be declared That any 


throughout all the eartb. Rom. ix. 7. 
| Jacob have I loved, but Eſau have 1 hated. Thid. 13, 


For there are certain men crept in unawares, wh 4 


| were before of old ordained to this condemnation ; 11 
| godly men turning the grace of God into Mining. 
Jude 4. 


A me 0 


F flumbling, and a rock of offence, even to 


| them which fumble at the word, being diſobedient; where Wis | 
| unto alſo they were appointed. 1 Pet. ii. 18. dei 
| Go tell this people, Hear ye indeed, but e £ 
not; and ſee ye indeed, but perceive not. Make the heart 
| of this people fat, and make their ears heavy, and (hut 

| their eyes; leſt they ſee with their eyes, and hear wit) f. 
| their ears, and underſtand with their heart, and convert, o 
| and be healed. Iſa. vi. 10. | i 
But though he had done ſo many ds before then, Wa 

yet they believed not on bim Therefore they could not Nconcili— 
believe, becauſe that * oe again, He bath ow Pundatic 
ö | t ei! KEE 


* Wh eyes, and hardened thats heart ; that they ſhould not 
a: | £ 


in, Ws 7 ſaid unto you. John X. 26. 


and 8 And he ſaid unto them (viz. his diſciples) Unto you it - 1 


but Fs given to know the myſtery of the kingdom of God ; but 
nce unto them that are without all theſe things are done 7 in 


and parables, T hat« ſeeing they may ſee and not perceive z and * 
Searing they may hear and not underſtand ; 45 at any time 
be Jen giuen. | 


this bey ſhould be converted, aud wer f fins Ps 
wil Mark iv. 11, 12. 
a- Since this awful doctrine i is found in rip it be- 


EHoves mortal man to be ſilent, he has no cauſe for 
*Xomplaint, ſince none are reprobated but alſo reprobate 
4 hemſelves. God certainly has as much right to do 
Jrhat he will with his own grace, as they have to do 
EIhat they will with their own perſons. If God wills | 
that any ſhould not have his grace, they alſo will not to 


yen BY 


thi 
my 
aril Þ 

tome to him for it! John v. 40. And it is true even 


0% and whoever believes on him Hall not die! 
un. It is aſtoniſhing that this doctrine ſhould be diſco- 
ſneſi, zered by our opponents in the writings of calviniſts, 
I ben expreſſed in ſeripture-terms only; and at the 
n to me time explode it as an anti-ſcriptural doctrine! It 
here. from the ſcriptures only the doctrine is learned, it 


ing ſo clearly revealed there we muſt receive it; or 


= 4 Ale reject the pred writings with ihe doctrine. 
earl 


wa w. That the Son's ſatisfaction (i. e. the e | 
wit) Wl Jeſus Chriſt) is not ſufficient to appeaſe the wrath of 
voor N : th due to man. 


To this Lanſwer, it is ; all- ſufficient | It is a ſacrifice 


then, 
4 not 
li ua | 

their 


Feonciliation for iniquity, This, Sir, is the only 
z adio of peace with God, He made peace by the 
G Blood 


. . with their eyes, nor underflantd with their heart,” and = 
all 4 e converted, and I ſhould heal them, John xk. 37, 39, 40. 
has But ye believe not; becauſe ye are not of =y lneep, 8 


13. J go-day, that whoever comes to him /hall find merey; 


Fa ſweet favour, well pleaſing to God, This made 


lad of his erofs, Col. i. 20. Vea, ſuch was our mi. Bod hit 
ſerable undone eſtate by fin, that had he not have ſhed It conſiſ 
his blood for us, we muſt all have periſhed ; For with. 
out ſhedding of BLOOD is no remiſſion, Heb. ix. 22, People? 
The purchaſe of the church is the 5/ood of God / Hig Wight in! 
own BLOOD, Adds xx. 28. As it is the blood of the Þ* ituted 
Man Chriſt Jeſus, it is the Blood of à creature; but 2 Teign ple 
it is the blood of the Son of God, in union with the! od, Al 
man Chriſt Jeſus, it is for the dignity of it, deemed by /s, in 
the ſcriptures the blood of God / This redemption price things 7 
being paid, the church is redeemed to God, as ſhe her. tally thi 
| ſelf acknowledges and will to eternity; thou haſt . With the 
| _deemed us to God by thy BLOOD, Rev. v. 9. By this 
blood the children of God are brought from a ſtate of 
diſtance from, to nearneſs to God; Ye who ſometimes Fament a 


. Mee ar eng Sr rn mg 3 — 


| were afar off, are made nigh by the blood of Chrift the Inter 
| Epheſ. tis 1 3. And it is with this BLOOD, the Jews the 


ſaints deal in faith and prayer for the purification of 
their ſouls ; They have waſhed their robes, and made then 
white in the blood of the Lamb ! Rev. viii. 14, Atonet 
But if the doctrine of the ſatisfaction of Chriſt be aught by 
not a true doctrine, we mult be utterly at a loſs to un- 1 "as WH 
derſtand the ſcriptures, both of the Old and New Te: Þ , 
| taments. It is objected by a late writer*, that the ſh 0 Ho. 
daoctrine of ſatisfaction by the death of Chriſt, has no M — th: 
| other foundation for its ſupport, but a few figurative {mes into t. 
| expreſſions in the New Teſtament ! If this were true, Ie vail, be 
| how are we to underſtand not only the expreſſions, but yo l 
the figures of the Old Teſtament. The uſe of ſacti· i Lade 


fices cannot be denied, nor is by thoſe who believe the Ni. the alt 
Old Teſtament. That thoſe rites were inſtituted by gear, v 

| . je be ſin- offer 
4 x0d, XXX, 
And this 
Do ſtatute 1 
E nement f 
a * ael, for a 


Fr. Levi 


The Author of the Appeal to ſerious aud candid Profeſſors of 
Chriftianity. And alſo of Familiar Illuſtration of certain Paſayt! 
of Scripture, relating to Original Sin. The Power of Man ub do 
the Will of God, Election and Reprobation. The Divinty of 
Chrift. And Atonement for Sin by the Death of Chriſt, Sup- 
poſed to be Doctor Prieſtley, 8 = 35 
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1 ES} 
„ Oo himſelf wants ho evidence. Now can we ſuppoſe 
) I conſiſtent with the wiſdom of God to inflitute 2 


105 number of expenſive unmeaning rites among his own þ 
people? This were to ſuppoſe the Lord could find de- 
light in ſhedding the blood of animals; and that he in- 
L ituted thoſe ſacrifices for no other reaſon but his ſove- 
„ keign pleaſure ! All which is contrary to the nature of 
t as bes . j 
the od, and the ſcripture account of them. The apoſtle ! 


d by gays, in the levitical law there was a /hadow of good | 


22, 
His 
the 


ric things fo come, Heb. x. 1. Let any one read impar- 
her. (ally the xvith. chap. of Leviticus, and compare it 


3 With the ixth. chap. of Hebrews, and let him judge for 
"ok himſelf if the doctrine of ſatisfaction by the BLOOD 
te of of Chriſt, has not a good foundation in the Old Teſ- |» 
times ment as well as the New. And whether it was not 1 
brif he intention of the Almighty to teach the religious 


Jews the doctrine of forgiveneſs of ſins by the Blood of 
Ber Uriſt; of which thoſe animals were figures only, uſed | 


Eto call faith up into exerciſe®. F 
Atonement for fin by the death of Chriſt is alſo 
i be aught by the prophets in the Old Teſtament. „He 

1 was wounded for our tranſgreſſions, he was bruiſed for 


i + And the Lond faid unto | For the Jaw maketh men high 


them 


O un- 


Tel— 


it the Moſes, ſpeak unto Aaron th rieſts which have infirmity z 
as N0 brother, that he come not at all ws the word of the oath, which 
rative mes into the holy place within | was fince the law, maketh the 
true, Ne vail, before the mercy-ſeat, | Son, who is conſecrated for 
« but at he die not. Lewit. xvi. 2. | evermore. Heb. vii. 28. 5 | 
; And Aaron ſhall make an | Tt was therefore neceſſary that 

acri- gtonement upon the horns of it, the patterns of things in the 
ve the ri. the altar of incenſe) once | heavens ſhould be purified with 


a year, with the blood of the | theſe; but the heavenly things K 


he ſin- offering of atonements. | themſelves with better ſacrifices 5 


ed by 


ſor: + 0 N than theſe. Heb, ix. 23. 7:5 
"ſox" And this ſhall be an everlaſt- | And almoſt all things are by © 
—_ g ſtatute unto you, to make | the Jaw purged with blood; ang 
55 rement for the children of | without ſhedding of blood is no 
doll Wael, for all their ſins once a remiſſion, Heb. ix. 2 
Gd | | (232 | « our 1 
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re, ur i iniquities. 


ee 
It pleaſed the Lord to bruiſe bim, be 


| « hath put him to grief; when thou ſhalt make his ſou] 
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« an Hering for ſin *? Iſa. liii. 5, 10. Iſaiah it appears 


believed in the ſacrifive of the Lord Jeſus as an atoning 
lacrifice 3 he preached it to the Jew 85 9 of it 


And 33 ſhall. affer his 


bullock of the fin-offering, 
which is for himſelf, and make | 
an atonement for himſelf and 


for his hauſe. Levil. xvi. 6. 


3 San ſhall les a 8 
full of burning coals of fire from 
off the altar before the LORD, 


and his hands full of ſweet in- 


cenſe beaten ſmall, and bring it 
within the vail. 
put incenſe upon the fire before 
the LORD, that the cloud of 
incenſe may cover the mercy- 
ſeat that is upon the teſtimony, 


that he die not. Lew. xvi. 12, 13. 


And 4 ſhall take 1 che 
blood of the bullock, and 
ſprinkle it with his finger upon 
the mercy-ſeat eaſtward: and 
before the mercy ſeat ſhall he 
3 of the blood with his 

nger ſeven times. Lew. xvi. 14. 


And he ſhall 


ry ines: 


and ſacrifices, which could no- 


2 


— 
. J 


For ſuch an High Prieſt be. 
came us, who is holy, harmleſs, 
undefiled, ſeparate from ſinners, 
and made higher than the 
heavens ; who needeth not d. uly 


as thoſe high prieſts, to offer ty 
| ſacrifice, firſt for his 'own fins, 
and then for the people's: for 


this he did once when he offered 


| up HIMSELF. Heb. vii. 26, 27. 


For Cbriſt i is not entered into 
the holy places made with hands, 
aohich are the figures of the trus; 


but into heaven ite, now 0 
appear in the preſence of Gol 


for us. Heb. ix. 24. 


But into the ſecond went the 


high prieſt alone once every year, 


not without blood, which he of- 


fered for himſelf, -and for the 
errors of the people. The HY 
Ghoſt this ſignifying, that the 


way into the holieft of all was 


not yet made manifeſt, while 33 


the firſt tabernacle was yi 
ſtanding. Which was a figure 


for the time then preſent, in 
which were offered both gifts 


make him that did the ſervice 
perfect, as per taining to the con · 
ſcience. Heb, ix. 7—9. 
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+ See alſo Zech. xili. 1, 7. 
155 f the New Teſtament. 

15, 


TGF 
| to the whole world, and rejoiced in it, as do all the 
| children of God. God forbid that I ſhould glory ſave 
; in the croſs of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt!: Gal. vi. 14. 


Agreeable to this doctrine is the current ng of 
We are not merely informed 
3 that Chriſt came to give us a new law, or ſet us a vir- 


„mous example. But alſo what is of infinitely more im- 


5 of the ſin- offering, that is for the 
people, and bring his blood 
within the vail, and ſprinkle it 
upon the merey- ſeat, and before 


* Lewit. XVI. I'S 16. 


ent the 
y Vea; 
1 he of- 
for the 
he Holy 
hat the 
all Was 
while 3 
as Jet 
a figure 
ſent, In 
th gift 
ould not 
> ſervice 
the con- 


1 bands upon the head of the live 
4 Pat, and confeſs. over him all 


Pons in all their fins, putting 
dem upon the head of the goat, 
a amal ſend him away by the 
Wind of a fit man into the wil- 
Frcs; and the goat ſhall bear 
Won bim all their iniquities to 
& land not inhabited. Levit. 
| i. 21, 22. 


the mercy-ſeat ; and ſhall make 
an atonement. for the holy place, | 
pecauſe of the uncleannefs of the 
children of Iſrael, and becauſe | 
of their tranſerefflons i in all their | 


| And orcs hall lay. both his |... 


he iniquities of the children of 
1 Ladd, and all their tranſgreſ- 


. | | portance : © He died for our fins according to the ſcrip- 
„ tures, 1 Cor. xv. 3. He died to put away our fins 
lis a doctrine according to the ſcriptures both of the Old 
and New Teſtaments, and according to the taith of 

Old and New Teſtament beljevers. : 


5 | 
+] And 4 ſhall kill the goat | 


But Chriſt being come an 


building; neither by the blood 
of goats, and calves, but by 


his oa blood he entered in once 


into the holy place, having ob- 


| Heb. ix. JI, 12. 


or f the Mood of bai "and 


oats, and the aſhes of an 


ba r ſprinkling the unclean 
ſanRifieth to the purifying of 
the fleſh ; how much more ſhall 
the blood of Chriſt, who through 
the eternal Spirit, offered him- 
ſelf without ſpot to God, 


works, to ſerve the living God. 
Heb. ix. 13, 14. * 


>: 


| The do&rine of atonement from theſe ſcriptures appears to > be 
Fl founded, both in the Old and New Teſtaments. 


( His 


High Prieſt of good things to 

come, by a greater and more 

| pu fect tabernacle, not made with _ 
ands, that is to ſay not of this 


tained eternal redemption for us. 


purge your conſcience from dead 7 


3 725 i 085.3? = 
His blood cleanſes from all fin,” is the teſtimony of | will 
another apoſtle, 1 John i. 7. Whether the ſcar! vince 
crimes of Manaſſeh, or the crimſon fins of Magdalene; ment 
whether the purple dye of Paul's fins, or the lack jet vanc 
of Peter's; the BLOOD of CHRIST cleanſes from tian, 
them. And if it were poſlible all theſe crimes might | # objec 
meet in one miſerable object, yet if led by faith to the FF T. 
I - fountain owe ; by faith to the great atonement of the | force. 
Saviour for forgiveneſs, he ſhall be white as ſnow. His | Ghol 
iniquities ſhall be done away to be remembered no more. | obedi 
This redemption is obtained for the people of God, | # which 
| alone by the ſacrifice of Chriſt, and therefore is now | ſurety 
complete. For by one offering he hath for ever per- | 7 cau 
cc fected them that are ſanctified, Heb. x. 14. Having | Iſa. li 
& obtained eternal redemption for us, Ibid. ix. 12. its cot 
c Ye are redeemed with the precious blood of CHriſt as | demar 
| «a Lamb without blemiſh and without ſpot,” 1 Pet, | lightec 
1. 19. He left nothing to be performed by them, to LS fon: « 
render their ſalvation perfect, their deliverance ſure © bool 
Thus they have ſalvation, eternal ſalvation, not by # Heb. : 
their ability, and induſtry ; but by the atonement and! “ yea, 
ſatisfaction of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt : and which they] as a L 
receive and enjoy by faith. Rom. v. J. work. 
But to the doctrine of ſatisfaction for fin by tie] the wh 
death of Chriſt my opponent has produced an objecþF !t to et: 
tion which he ſays in his opinion is unanſwerable ; anf things | 
which he himſelf took from the Appeal : It is as follous FF V. * 
If it be neceſſary, in the nature of things, that tief grace of 
JI juſtice of God be ſatisfied before any fin can be pip comp: 
d ©Joned, and Chriſt be God as well as the Father, cou, by the 
| © fjder whether the juſtice of Chriſt ought not to hanf f That 
© been ſatisfied in the firſt place. If ſo what other inf Adam, | 
© being has made ſatisfaction to him? But if the 4% cerns, a 
© vine nature of the Son required no ſatisfaction, vi affirm; 
© ſhould the divine nature of the Father require amy) Produce 
I have not taken in this objection to have an op man in 


tunity of entering the liſts with the Doctor, I hope 3 that it is 
f SE - | ill 


P 5 
ED -— - 
— 
__— >” 
ö 


u Adam, helpleſs in every reſpect as to their ſpiritual con- 
ceerns, all trinitarian calviniſts do with the ſeriptures 
| 2X atfirm a few of the multitude of thoſe witneſſes I ſhall 
produce preſently, The reader will obſerve that wen 
man in ſcripture is depicted in his fallen wretched ſtate, !! 
4% that it is to be underſtood in a ſpiritual ſenſe, So far 
1 | RODEN : | AS by, 


147.02 1] ; 


A | will fall into abler hands. Nor do I expect to con- 0 


vince many who are inimical to the doQrine of atone- 


ment by Chriſt's death, by what I am about to ad- 


vance; if I may but ſettle the faith of any poor chriſ- 
tian, which may have been ſtaggered by reading this 


objection, my principal end will be anſwered. 
To me the objection has never appeared with any 


force. The juſtice of GOD, Father, Son, and Holy: 


Ghoſt, is one and the ſame thing ; it is rewarding the 


Z obedient, and puniſhing the guilty. All the guilt 
which was found upon Chriſt was by virtue of his 


ſurety-ſhip engagements : „The Lord hath laid (or 


( «cauſed to meet) on him the iniquities of us all,) 


Ila. Iii. 6. If therefore the divine law is fulfilled, al! 


its commands obeyed, and divine juſtice receives all its 


D 


demands to the full; Chriſt the Son of God is de- 
lighted, and well-pleaſed, though done in his own per- 
ſon: „ Then ſaid I, Lo, I come (in the volume of the 
c book it is written of me) to do thy will, O God,” + 
2 Heb. x. 7. © I delight to do thy will, O my God: 
= © yea, thy law is 70:th/n my heart, Pſal. xl. 8. Chriſt 
as a Divine Perſon has great ſatisfaction in his own "| 
work. The honour of ſalvation is aſcribed to him by 
the whole church militant ; and he will be adored for 
ec it to eternity by the church triumphant. And in theſe 7 

= things Chriſt has great ſatisfaction. _ 2:3 
V. That according to the calviniſtic notions of the 
grace of God, given and operating upon the ſoul, we: 
compare men to mere logs, or ſtatutes, totally helpleſs: 
by the imputation of Adam's guilt.” 5/4: 34 


That men are by nature through the tranſgreſſion of 8 


_ TT. 

ass we treat of man in a natural ſenſe, we ſay he may 
do many things; he may read the word of God; he 
may read his prayers, or pray extempore; he may at- 


tend his church, or meeting; he may be hoſpitable to 


the poor; he may deal juſtly with his neighbour; he 
may be an affable, courteous, agreeable man; in a word, 
| he may be a uſeful member of human ſociety. But 
this is all human nature in her ſtouteſt efforts can do. 
| And it is very rare to find one who is not a partaker of 
divine grace, or a believer in the atonement of Chriſt 
who anſwers the above defcription. But what is all 
| this toward fulfilling the holy law of God, which is 
+ ay; and takes cognizance of the thoughts of the 
heart; or making juſtice ſatisfaction for paſt failures, 
ö and the beſt man has many: He that ſays he is without 
in deceiveth or x and the truth is not in him, Read 
the character of Saul in his unconverted ſtate. Phil. 


compliſhment can you conceive; he had it! What duty 
would you enjoin, he had done it! What moral virtue 
can you name, he excelled in it! What therefore can 
ſuch a man want to give him fayour with his Maker, 
and a right to heaven? He informs you in the next 
verſes, He wanted Chriſt, and his righteouſneſs, com- 
pared to which his own was but filth. And for which 
| righteouſneſs he pours out his ſoul in prayer to God. 

The language of the law is not obey me partially 
and I will connive at little faults ; obey me ſincerely 
and I will wink at occafional trips; no, but curſed is 
every one who continueth not in all things written in 
the law to do them. It requires us, To fear the Lord 


| 
1 


I* our God, to walk in all his ways, to love him, and 
ee to ſerve him with all our heart, and with all our ſoul, 
00 to keep the commandments of the Lord, and his 
4 ſtatutes.” Deut. x. 12, 13. Can any man ſay he 
has power to do all this; If he will affirm his ability, 
will he avouch his integrity and ſay, all theſe 2 5 
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kept from iny youth up? If fo we may pronounce him 


@ ſpiritually delirious, ſhockingly infatuated [+ 


* 


The apoſtle tells us by nature we are dead. Eph. 


gally dead; as infected by the poiſon of his iniquity we 


are ſpiritually dead, Sin reigned even unto death! Rom. 
v. 21. In ſuch a condition and in ſuch circumſtances Þ 
man cannot be ſuppoſed capable of fulfilling the holy 


For a king to ſay to the dead carcaſe of 4 man which 


had been condemned and executed for breaking his 
laus, now reſpect all my command, obey my laws and 
I I will account you my faithful ſubject, I will protect both 
your perſon and your property, would be deemed folly 
and madneſs, unleſs he could reſtore firſt the life taken 
away and endow him with all the properties of a living 
man. He might command but the miſerable object ' 7 
£2 would rot before his eyes in putrefaction. Yet men 
will infift upon it that man who is. ſpiritually dead bß 


the fall, and has loſt all ſpiritual power for the ſervice 


> 


ef GOD, has power to obey the law and live! 


chap. xxxvii. 1—11 
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But in a ſpiritual ſenſe much more is done for the 


people of God. The work of regeneration is a doc- 
ext trine not confined to the New Teſtament. There is a 


om beautiful account of it in Ezekiel's viſion of dry bones, 
Here is a valley full. of dry | 
bones, which repreſented fallen miſerable wretched ſin- 
ners. GOD aſks the prophet if they could live, he 
anſwers Lord thou knoweſt. God commands him to 
prophecy to them, ſo miniſters are to preach to ſinners ; ' * 
he prays for them, © Come from the four winds O 
breath, breathe upon theſe flain that they may live!” 
God anſwers his prayers; firſt there is a ſhaking among 
them, then appear upon them ſinnews and fleſh, they 
ive, they ſtand, they walk, and become a great army! 


: 


The weak diſabled ſtate of man is pointed out fur- 


| 8 her by the Apoſtle Paul. “„ When we were without i 
|S a © trength,* 
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{ ſhows us man by nature has no power o do the will of 
God, And this ſame doctrine was alſo preached by 
the before-mentioned prophet, chap. xvi. Where the 
Lord tells his people when he looked upon them they 
were polluted, weak and helpleſs,” there was none to 
ity them, nor do. any office of: kindneſs for them, 
Rt he paſſed by them, gave them life, waſhed, decked 
and ornamented them! All which fignifies he gave 
them ſpiritual life by the coming and death, of Jeſus 
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ornamented them with the grace of his ſpirit and the 
| righteouſneſs of his Son! Verſes 1—14. V 


But yet Sir we dont ſay men are mere logs or life- 


{ leſs ſtatues. The goſpel of Chriſt, the merits and righ- 
teouſneſs of Chriſt are in no ſenſe calculated for the irra- 
tional part of the world, much leſs to inanimate matter, 
No the goſpel is ſuited only to man, and that as a fal- 
len creature, to relieve his miſeries, and ſupply his 
wants ! The ever blefſed GOD has promiſed to bleſs 
his goſpel to none but man; he only being a fit ſubje& 
to receive it. The deſign of God manifeſt in the goſ- 


11 7 


more than his original beauty and glory ! This is done 
by working in his heart to will, and to do in the day of 
the power of Jeſus Chriſt, Pſalm cx. 3. The Holy 


ö Ghoſt convinces of ſin, of righteouſneſs, and judgment. 
; 


K 


Is it not proper to man as a rational creature to be con- 
{ vinced'? No one will ſay it is proper to logs and ſtatues 
to be convinced. The idolatrous prieſts called a long 
time upon their log, they impatiently waited upon their 
ſtatue, but could not convince him they wanted bis 


help. He remained a log ſtill, and a fixed ſtatue“. 


L *r 
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I be deſign of GOD in working fo extraordinary a wonder in 
che ſight of ſo many poor deluded creatures, was to convince them 
1 there was no other GOD, but the eternal, inviſible JEHOVAH 
4 who could anſwer by fire! The miracle anſwered the deſigned 8 
1 1 c | 
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Nor do we compare men to mere machines which are 
ſet on work by ſome foreign power; for though the 
machine is ſet a-going, yet it has no conſciouſneſs of its 
Z own performances: but when the Spirit of God applies 
the divine law, the ſinner ſees his fin, diſcovers his ini- 
quity; hates and abhors it, longs and prays for deli- 
verance from it, and its malignant reign in his ſoul. 
The goſpel is ſuited to his wants, of this he is con- 
vinced by the ſame Spirit; he receives, and heartily em- 


2 believers to be neither logs nor ſtatues, but men en- 
I lahtened, endued with the Spirit, and in their right 
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2 Having now anſwered in ſome meaſure the principal 
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convinced by the Spirit, and believe the truth as it is in 
_ [3 3 Jeſus; that they ſhould walk in the path of holineſs, and 


| abound in good works. 2 Theſ. ii. 13, 14. 1 Pet. ii. 9. 


[Rearneft of their inheritance while in the wilderneſs, the 
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/ man to do the will of 


Bring forth therefore fruits 
_ worthy of repentance. And now 


Now though I think it 


been ſaid, to take any notice of the uſe you wiſhed to 
make of thoſe ſcriptures collected at the end of your 
book, eſpecially as many of them proclaim the free- 
grace of God as loudly as 
you have done them the juſtice to let them ſtand with- 
out a comment; yet, for the ſatisfaction of the reader, 
I will fo arrange other ſcriptures with them, as will | 
ſhew that man by nature has not power to do the will if a 
God; and that the Lord imparts the will and power to 
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nation, bringing forth the fruit 
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„faith of Chriſt, the righteouſneſs of God by faith.“ 
Phil. iii. 9. May this righteouſneſs be your confidence 
and mine, this our unſpeakable portion!  _ 
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And why call ye me Lord, 
Lord, and do not the things 
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5 Waſh ye, make ye clean z put. 


away the evil of your doings 
from before mine eyes; ceaſe to 
do evil, learn to do well, ſeek 
judgment, relieve the oppreſſed, 


judge the fatherleſs, plead for 


t, ſtand before God; and the 
s were opened; and an- 
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judged every man according to 
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up at the laſt day. John vi. 40. 


hariſets 
diſciples 
eat W. 


He that received ſeed into the 
the wor d, and underſtandeth it, 


bringeth forth, ſome an hun- 


1 


him he | 


= The Son of man ſhall come 


And behold I come quickly; 

and my reward is with me, to 

give to every man according as 
Rev, xxli. 
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| Lulke v. 30—33. 
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ment. Matt. xxu. 37, 38. 
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ing to our ways, and according 

to our doings, ſo hath he dealt 
with us. Zecb. i. 6. 
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The world by wiſdom knows 
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ſee him not, yet believing ye re- 


joice with joy unſpeakable and 


full of glory; receiving the end 
of your faith, even, the ſalva- 


- | tion of your ſouls, 1 Pet. i. 8, 9. 


Spirit unto obedience, and 
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after our ſins, nor rewarded us 
after our iniquities. Pal. cul 
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out of the ſacred records themſelves to all objections 
brought with the colour and pretence of ſcripture, againſt 
of Chriſt imputed. Beſor ſeems to ſay, that believing the 
2 goſpel, and doing the works of the law are one, and 
the ſame thing. But the ſcripture repreſents the for- 


this point) as from our fins, and cleaving to, and em- 
2 bracing the righteouſneſs, the obedience and death of 
2 Jeſus Chriſt, as our only hope, and only truſt : and 
= this we are helped to do by the Divine Spirit. Doing 
is reſting upon our own works, depending upon our 
oy duties, and righteouſneſs. Remember, reader, if 
» yer] richt to command. 
ye te. my 
e and to do the things in the utmoſt extent contained therein, 
75 ny that it is our privilege to flee for refuge to the hope ſet 
5 before us in the goſpel, namely to Chriſt, his atone- 
I ment, righteouſneſs, and interceſſion : thus living by 
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 fore- 
"ather, here; and the puniſhment hereafter. May this dear 
x * reader be your unſpeakable portion and mine, through 
Jeſus Jeſus Chriſt ; and to Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt; 
three Perſons but One undivided JEHOVAH ; be 
 [raſcribed all poſſible praiſe, and glory, by all Iſrael, now 
N ad ever. Amen and Amen. 
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the glorious doctrine of juſtification by the righteouſneſs 
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faith, you ſhall be delivered from the dominion of fin | 


. —— 


- — — — . 


3 2 2 „ „ = 22 


WY — tm 


— 


ES: 


> 


— 


. . 


3 —— ER ES FE 


— 2s — 


_ = So r 


